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HE following DxsCOURSE was net ori- 

C ginally defign'd for the View of the Pub- 
lick, but was written for his om Satiſ- 
Faction, by a Perſon who eſteems it the Buſineſs 
of every rational Being to ſtudy his own Felicity, 
which can never be ſecured but by enjoying an 
uninterrupted Peace of Mind, from a. Perſwa- 
ſion that he is in a ſafe Condition, with reſpect 
to the Accidents which all Men are liable to in 
this Life; and hath at the ſame time good 
Grounds to hope, and no Cauſe to fear what 
may happen after Death, which is a Thing in- 
evitable, and as to which a Man muſt be ſatiſ- 
fied before he can attain Peace. This was the 
true and fole Motive on which the following 
Sheets were written ; and that they are now 
printed, 1s from the Defire of giving ſerious, 
candid, and ingenuous Perſons an Opportunity of 
conſidering attentively thoſe Arguments, which it 
is believed will-ſcarce fail of producing their 


intended Effect, and eſtabliſhing a firm Senſe of 


the Roaſonableneſs of regarding the GosPEL- 

"SYSTEM as A DIVIN ER REVELATION... -'-. 
When it was firſt preached to the Jews, 

there were many, and thoſe too very ſtrong Pre- 
| | | Judices, 
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l Judices againſt it. They were in Poſſeſſion of a di- 
vine Law, delivered with indubttable Proofs to 


them of its being ſo ; they lived under a Govern- 
ment, in Spirituals at leaſt, which bad the Sanc- 
tion of that Law; and they were under the 
greateſt Dread of expoſing themſelves to the di- 
| vine Vengeance by forſaking that Law. Yet a- 
| gainſt-all thefe Prejudices the Gos EL prevailed, 
| For the old Law was to be controuled by PRo- 
PHECIES, and theſe in a continued Current made 
Way for the New ; and at the ſame time this 
New Law was ſupported by MiRacLes far 
greater than thoſe which eftabliſhed that of 
I Moses, and befides had an apparent ſpiritual 
[| Force, which no — w to the an- 
| cient Syſtem could refift ; and therefore in a very 
f ve it —.— amongſt that People; and 
as they were diſperſed over the Face of the 
whole Earth, its prevailing amongſt them occa- 
|  fimed its ſpeedy and amazing Promulgation. 
| But in regard to the Gentiles, the diffufing it 
| ſeemed tobe much more obſtrufted than among the 
| Jews. All that had the Appearance of Religion 
| amongſt them was fabulus Super ſition, main- 
| tained by the Craft of defigning Prieſts, and 
| ſupported for their own Ends 4 tyramical 
Princes. The GospEL firuck at both theſe di- 
rectiy. It charged all Religions in general with 
Praud and Impoſture; and without reſpect 
Per ſons, exatted as ſtrict an Obedience from i 
Monarch upon the Throne, in order to Salvation, 
as from the meaneſt of his Subjects. It was very 
natural in this Caſe for Priefts and Princes — 
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unite for its Deſtruction; and they did fo. 
ad, on 2 5 could have extinguiſhed 4 
* the Go mul ave been ſpeeds and effeftually 
* fiifled. But Philoſophy being greatly improved 
441 this Time, the Generality of Men began to 

diſcern the Folly of falſe Religion; and the Sanc- 
> rity of Manners and herock ancy of 
CHRISTIANS, ſbewed the Principles on which 
they acted, to be ſound and true. By Degrees 
aonſequently Per ſecutions ceaſed, the Dactrines 
of the GosPEL were freely taught, and Cuxt- 
STIANITY immediately ſpread through all 
Countries, by the * Excellence of its 
Morals, ſhining in the exemplary Lives of its 
Profeſſors, wwho at that Time ſhewed their Sen- 
ti ments in their Aclions as well as Speeches, and 
recommended their Faith more by Practice than 
Wat Deluge of Ignorance and Barbariſin, 
* avhichoverſpread the Roman Empire, corrupted 
(as might well be expected) the Purity of the 
Gos EL; and introduced many Things contrary 
Tꝛo that Simplicity of Faith and Manners, for 
+ which the firſt Chriſtians were juſtly eſteemed 
and revered, But flill the Fundamentals were 
' preſerved; and Chriſtianity, even depraved as it 
was by this Mixture of Superſtition, was much 
: ſuperior to Gentiliſm, or any other Syſlem what-= 
ever. By Degrees this Evil became ſo great 
and ſo apparent, that Men of found Heads and 
* honeſt Hearts began to compare nominal with 
real Chriſtianity, and this produced the Rx rok- 
> MATION, woh;ch may in ſome meaſure be filed a 
i Re- 
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Repu ablication of the Gs t, as it treflores 
Us po original Revelation made by Cnrrsr 
and his Apoſtles, and removes at once thiſe 
Stumbling-blocks, which no doubt made many 
amongſt open BicoTs, ſecret AposTATES: , 
In later Times we have beheld, and alas ! ſtill | 
behold, new Oppoſition given to this divine Di- 
penſation, by recurring to 7 Lights which 
are ſuppoſed to be inſeparable from human Na- 
ture, and looking for an Account of God and his 
Laws from the Under Pandings of Men. By this 
Practice the Pillars of Religion have been 
ſhaken ; and under Pretence of magnifying Rea- 
ſon, Mankind have been drawn to doubt how far 
they differ from Brutes. Yet at the bottom | 
am thoroughly per fwaded, that inſtead of injur- | 
ing, this will benefit CHRISTIANITY, make 
its Diſciples more cautious in their Conduct; 
cauſe fuch as really ſeek Truth, to examine its 
Principles more cloſely, and by provoking Belie- © 
vers to defend their Faith, produce the conclu- | 
ue Evidence in its Favour, to the Confuſion of | 
Infidels of all Sorts. For herein lies the ingular 
Worth and Excellence 255 the GosPEL, that 
every Objection made againſt 5 admits 4 | 
an Anſwer, as affords freſh Te mon of its | 
7 Sore 2 os 5g 4 * N 


DISCOURSE 
PROVIDENCE. 


T his equally evident and certain, that 
every Man who enters this World finds 
J himſelf frequently at a Loſs to travel 
through it ; and is ready to confeſs from 

2 GA Experience, that his Life is no better 
than a Paſſage through a //derne/s, a Journey over a 
troubleſome, and frequently over an unpleaſant Country, 
where the Road is never known till we have paſſed it; 
and in fine, a tedious Pilgrimage, to a Place where we 
know nothing of our Entertainment; and to which tho? 
continually moving, we travel with the utmoſt Reluc- 
tance ; ſo that in the midſt of a thouſand Difficulties in 
the Way, we dread nothing ſo much as coming to our 
Journey's End. A true Picture this of our Condition! 
A Picture that ſtrikes every eye, and which every one 
who conſiders it muſt pronounce like. Some indeed, 
from Pride, may diſſemble their S:nſe of it, and ſome 
may be ſo much taken up with gaping, like Children, at 
the ſtrange Things they ſee on the Road, as to be- 


come thereby incapable of judging; and ſo fancy their 


own fooliſh Conceptions ot more Weight than the con- 
curring Sentimeats of Men of the beſt Abilities. But to 
thoſe who are proper Judges, Things appear in the Light 
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we have ſet them, and therefore in this Light let us con- 
ſider them. 

2. Now can there be any thing more natural, than for 
the Paſſengers thorough ſuch a Country to inquire for 
ſome Chart of the Region through which their Journey 
lies? Can there be any thing more rational, than for 
them to endeavour by Obſervation to frame ſome ſuch 
Map for their own uſe, and that they may not abſo- 


lutely wander without a Guide? Can it be thought at, 


all ſtrange, that if theſe Paſſengers heard of an ixfalli- 
ble Guide, that having paſſed this Way before them, 
had left an exact Deſcription of his Travels, on pur- 
poſe for their Information, that they ſhould not earneſtly 
defire to ſee it? No certainly, there is nothing wild or 
extravagant, nothing ſtrange or improbable, nothing 
ridiculous or abſurd in any of theſe Suppoſitions, For 
unqueſtionably a Man ought to exert the Faculties of his 
Mind as vigorouſly in regard to the End, as to the 
Ateans of Life, and ſhould ſhew at leaſt as much Con- 
cern for his own future Happineſs, as for leaving either 
Fame or Fortune behind him. The one imports him 
ſurely as much as the other ; and if the Fear of Want 
imbitters Life before it comes, it is impoſſible to con- 
ceive how a ſenſible Man ſhould be at Peace with the 
Proſpe& of Damnation continually before his Eyes. 

3. The Worſhipers of Human Reaſon (by which I 
mean ſuch as make an Idol of it, and inſtead of paying 
a due Reverence to that All-wiſe and All-mighty Being 
from whom this and all other Advantages are derived, 
turn their Devotions towards a Phantom of their own In- 
vention, and pay a kind of phantaſtical Reſpect to this 
Deity form'd by their own Fancies) are for making this 
Reaſon their infallible Guide, and that too againſt its 
own Light, and notwithſtanding it plainly diſcovers its 
own Incapacity. If a Man ſhould attempt to perſwade 
us, that a Candle which gives Light ſufficient for one 
Room, was altogether as fit to elucidate the Univerſe 
as the Sun, and thet we need not diſtinguiſh Days and 
Nights, having the Light always in our own Power; that 
Man would net deſerve to be more laught at for his 
Folly, than theſe Idolaters of their own Reaſon, who 
inſiſt on a Compariſon as wild and unſuſtainable, as the 


Inamorato of the Candle. But that we may do theſe 
People 
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People all the Juſtice in the World, let us convince 
them by Argument of the Truth of what we ſay, which 
is this: That the Light of Human Reaſon cannot at- 
<« ford us an adequate View of the Situation of Man- 
« kind in this Life, or furniſh us with the Means of 
<«« paſſing thro' Mortality with Eaſe and Chearfulneſs, or 
« flaſtly give ſuch a Proſpect of Futurity, as may render 
c the ExpeCtation of Death tolerable.” N 

4. It is very evident from the View of the Univerſe, 
that all the Parts which compoſe it, are diſpoſed in ſuch 
a Manner as to anſwer their reſpective Ends, and to con- 
cur in forming that Harmony or perpetual Relationſhip 
that conſtitutes the Univerſe; or in other Words, the 
Diſcoveries which the Abilities of Man enable him to 
make in the ſeveral Parts of the World, are ſufficient 
to convince him of the Infinite Wiſdom ſhewn in the 
Whole. But if this be ſo, and every Parcel of the Uni- 
verſe has an End adequate in Perfection to the Excel- 
lence of its Qualities ; then it follows, that ſuch an End 
is appointed to Man, the moſt noble and the moſt 
worthy Part of this Creation. He who does not ice 
this as plainly as that the Sun ſhines, is not to be 
eſteemed a reaſonable Creature, but one who by the 
Non-uſage of his Faculties has loſt them. He who does 
ſee it, muſt conceive very highly of human Nature, and 
of the Powers veſted in Man for the Attainment of 
the Happineſs proportionable to his Nature, or that Per- 


feftion of which a Being ſo conſtituted is capable. But 


what then? will his Reaſon conduct him to this Perfec- 
tion? will it encourage him to hope it can conduct him 
thither ? or will it juſt afford him ſufficient Light to 
diſcern that he wants more? 

5. The Perfection we obſerve in all the conſtituent 
Parts of the Univerſe, ariſes from their fulfilling certain 
Ends, for which our Reaſon evidently ſhews us they 
were intended and diſpoſed by a ſuperior Underſtanding, 
But will any Man ſay that our Reaſon in the ſame di- 
ſtinct Manner ſhews us the End or ultimate Perfection 


of Man? If it was ſo, would not all Men from the 


Light of Nature have the ſame Notions of their own 
Perfections and Deſtinations, as they have of the Sun, 
the Moon, and the Planets? Would not every Man 
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able to ſay, I was made for ſuch an End, and J ſhall 
certainly attain it? But as it is viſibly not ſo, as 
there is plainly, a Variation and Diſtinction among the 
intellectual Faculties of Men, this ſhews they have 
not from the Author of Reaſon ſuch a Meaſure of Per- 
fection, as to teach what the End of Man is, or conduct 
him to it. Whoever conſiders the human Species in ge- 
neral, the Condition of almoſt all Nations, as repreſented 
to us by Hiſtory throughout all Ages and the Situation 
of Savages at this Day, will ſee-abundant Cauſe to reſt 
ſatisfied in our Opinion, that Human Reaſon, unaſliſted, 
is far enough from being able to conduct us to Perfec- 
tion, or even to ſhew us the Road thither; fince if it 
were ſo, the Fact would ſpeak itſelf, and we ſhould from 
this very Principle ſee all Mankind acting on one Plan. 

6. But they conclude too haſtily from theſe Premiſſes, 
who fly out againſt Providence upon this Score, and 
imagine hecauſe the Truth of theſe Facts cannot be 
denied, therefore the Author of Natur? bas dealt par- 
tially, hardly, and cruelly with Mankind. Prepoſterous 
Impiety! Does not Reaſon open our Eyes, does not 
Nature conſtrain our Ears to hcar what all her Works 
continually proclaim, That the Parent of all Things 
is infinitely wiſe and good? But infinite Wiſdom and in- 
finite Goodneſs can never deviate into Partiality, Fond- 
neſs, or Cruelty, becauſe theſe are inconſiſtent with all 
Notions of Wiſdom or Goodneſs whatever. We ought 
therefore to ſuſpegt ourſelves, and to inquire if ſome 
other Account has not been given of this Matter: For 
plain it is, that on the one hand, Man, in order to be 
on the Level with the reſt of God's Works, ſhould 
have ſome End, and ſome Rule for attaining that End ; 
and on the other no leſs plain it is, that Reaſon fur- 
niſhes him with no ſuch Rule, and very darkly and con- 
fuſedly exhibits to him the End of his Creatiun. One 
would naturally conclude from hence, there was ſome 
other Way, and ſome other Guide, ſince nothing but 
this Concluſion can reconcile Man to the reft of the 
Univerſe, or leave unmarred the general Scheme of 
the Creation. But to find this loſt Clew. 


7. On contemplating the Works of the All- mighty, we 


evidently diſcern that ſome of them are abſolutely mate- 
rial and inanimate, which are only capable of ſhewing 
the 
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the Wiſdom of their Creator, by the Scheme and Order 
of their Diſpoſition; others again have a certain Degree 
of Senſation, though void of Sentiment; and laſtly, there 
are a third Kind, endowed with Sentiment as well as Sen- 
ſation, and yet not Wholly diſincumber'd from Matter. 
By looking fil cloſer, we may ſee, that the two former 
ſorts of things, have apparently their Laws adapted to 
their Natures, and which they cannot tranſgreſs. Mat- 
ter in general, and diſtin& from Senſation, is ſubject to 
the Laws of Motion impreſſed by the Omnipotence of 
the all-wiſe Creator. Animals of, all kinds are govern'd 
by the Impreſſions to which they are made liable from 
the Organs of Senſation ; and theſe Laws, tho* coercive 
in their kind, have a Tendency to the Good of the Crea- 
ture, and to the maintaining the univerſal Relation and 
Harmony of the Creation. But Man, conſidered as a 
Rational Being, cannot be ſubject to any ſuch Laws; 
becauſe if he were, they would manifeſtly deſtroy his 
Rationality, which conſiſts in knowing and comparing 
Things, and acting in regard to them as his own Free- 
Will and Judgment ſhall direct; and it is alſo very cer- 
tain from Experience generally taken, and in the largeſt 
denſe, that actually Man is not ſubje&t to any ſuch 
Laws, but has an abſolute Power over his own Actions 
of every Kind. 

8. In reference to Man therefore, we diſcern clearly 
what kind of Law is conſonant to his Being and Facul- 
ties, viz. a Declaration of his State, the Advantages of 
which it is capable, and the Means by which they may be 
obtained. Man, without ſuch a Law, muſt be the moſt 
miſerable Creature in the Univerſe, a Blot and Blemiſh 
to it, a ſort of Animal Comet, roving excentrically, 
without Rule or Bias. Man, independent of Revelation, 
is a Being conftitutionally wretched, incapable of real 
Happineſs, and only made the more miſerable, by having 
ſome Qualities ſuperior to the reſt of the Animal Crea- 
tion. Man, 1n ſuch a State, muſt be made more and 
more unhappy, by the Exerciſe of his intellectual Fa- 
culties: For as Finite cannot comprehend Infinite, ſo it 
is ſelf-evident that what is called Revelation, muſt tranſ- 
cend what is ſtrictly ſtiled Natural Religion; becauſe the 
former is the Knowledge of God afforded by Gop to 

Man, and the latter can be no more than Man's No- 
tions 
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tions of Gop derived from himſelf, which muſt be con- 
fuſed, various, and ſubject to Error, as in regard to al} 
other things Human Knowledge is allowed to be. So 
that thus, as far as in its Nature this Point is allowed 
capable of Demonſtration, we have ſhewn, that otigi- 
nally there muſt have been a Divine Revelation. 

9. The cloſe Purſuit of Things Spiritual by Reaſon, 
leads a Man clearly to the very oppoſite Part of that 
maintain'd by modern Free-Thinkers, viz. to the diſ- 
cerning that there is another Guide neceſſary to bring 
him to Perfection; which is the Law of that infinite 
Power with reſpect to moral Agents, that correſponds 
with the other Laws by which the Univerſe is governed. 
He cannot help obſerving and confeſſing, that ſuch a 
Revelation of his Will is, abſtractedly conſider'd, equally 
worthy of the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop, 
and of the manifold Neceſſities and Weaknefles of Men, 
as well as perfectly conſiſtent with the Maxims of Om- 
niſcience, diſcoverable from the calm and unprejudiced 
Survey of the reſt of his Works. In ſhort, the taking 
in Revelation reftorcs a thorough Order, Symmetry, and 
a Spirit of Beneficence to the Univerſe, which would be 
otherwiſe wanting in regard to the human Species Jeft 
alone, unconnected, unendowed with Faculties propor- 
tionate to his Condition and to his Rank in the Scale of 
Beings : But with Revelation, exactly where he ought 
to be, having a due Conception of his Nature, a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Immortality, and a laudable Ambition to ſe- 
cure in this World the Principles of Happineſs in the 
next, for the Enjoyment of which the better Part of 


Him, viz. the ſpiritual, reaſoning, or intelligent Part, 


or the Mind, is moſt apparently framed, as will ſuffi- 
ciently be ſhewn by a ſhort Survey of the Nature and 


Powers of the Mind. 


10. Whoever conſiders, tho? ever ſo ſlightly, the Ad- 
vantages which the Human Species hath over - Beaſts, 
muſt immediately difcern that they lie entirely on the 
fide of the Mind. Elephants are larger, and live longer, 
Horſes are ſwifter, Lions have more wr moſt Birds 
have quicker Sights, and Fiſhes in general have nicer 


Senſations in point of Hearing or Fecling. This being 


lo, the Mind of Man appears to be his more excellent 


Part, and that on which his Happineſs (by which in 


this 
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State, beyond which they are not to endure. 
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this Diſcourſe I mean his Perfection) abſolutely depends; 
which we thus gather, from the Rules of an unerring 
Analogy. But if his Perfection depends on his Mind, 
then it follows, that his Mind is abſolutely perfect in 
itſelf, or has the Power or Capacity of becoming ſo from 
its Creator. But Children, Savages, and even amongſt 
polite Nations the Herd of common People prove, that 
the human Mind is not made perfect, but only poſſeſſes 
the Means of becoming ſo by a right uſe of its Faculties, 
which with regard to the Mind, are of the ſame Uſe as 
Limbs or Members are to the Body. Proceed we then 
to inquire how theſe may be uſed, what may be ob- 
tained by their Uſe, and what notwithſtanding the ut- 
moſt Uſe of them cannot be obtained by them. 

11. The human Underſtanding exerting itſelf vigo- 
rouſly, throws off by its own Force its Regard for, and 
Connection with the Body; it diſcovers that thoſe Plea- 
ſures which -are adapted to the one, are in ſome mea- 
ſure inconſiſtent with the other ; that the Joys of the 
Senſes are ſhort, violent, and afford no Satisfaction on 
Reflection; whereas thoſe of the Mind are mild, ſolid, 
and permanent in their Nature. Vet a little Conſideration 
renders it very evident, that the infinite Wiſdom of the 
Creator is alike conſpicuous in both. It is not that ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures are wrong in themſelves, for they are ad- 
mirably ſuited to the Animal Nature, and are abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Continuance of Mankind here. But as 
the Faculties of the Mind extend beyond this Life, they 
take under their Cognizance things of a different Na- 
ture; they expand themſelves beyond thoſe narrow 
Bounds, and carry us out into the Univerſe. This there- 
fore amounts to a Demonitration, that as in this Life 
there is a Proviſion to the full for the Exerciſe of a Ra- 
tional Spirit embodied ; ſo, in ſome other State, the Fa- 
culties and Powers of the Spirit or Miad ſhall attain the 
Perfection of which they are capable, the Non-attain- 
ment of which here, ſeems, when partially view'd, to 
render Man an heterogeneous and miſerable Creature, 
compared with other Animals that have (at leaſt as far 
as we Can diſcern) no Qualities but what are gratified 
here, and calculated for the Enjoyment of their preſent 


12. When 
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12. When therefore it is ſaid, that the Happineſs of 
Man, or the Perfection of human Nature, conſiſts in his 
approaching the divine Being, and becoming as like him 
as his Tpiritual Faculties will admit; this is ſo far from 
being Jargon, Myſtery, or unintelligible Theology, that 
it is as plain, as certain, and from a Compariſon of Facts 
as well as Arguments, as well demonſtrated a I ruth, as 
any of which the Human Mind is capable. If Man is a 
compound Creature, if he is compoſed of Soul and Body, 
if he is made up of Spirit and Subſtance, then moſt cer- 
tainly the Soul, Mind, or Spirit, is moſt to be conſi- 
dered, for many Reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe it is the Man, 
in as much as it feels, knows, reflects, and is, in ſhort, 
conſcious, or has a diſtinct Perception of its own Acts, 
and of the Operations on the Body, to which it is unit- 
ed. Secondly, Becauſe it is more capable of Joy and of 
Miſery, from its independent Senſations, than from 
thoſe which are derived to it from the Body; whence 
we draw ſome Notion of its Powers in a ſeparate State. 
Thirdly, Becauſe it is permanent. We are likewiſe 
conſcious of this, as appears by the Foibles of wiſe Men 
and Fools : The former are governed by an Appetite 
for Glory, and the latter are ſuperſtitiouſly afraid; both 
Effects of the ſame Cauſe, viz. a Conſciouſneſs of Im- 


mortali 


ty. 
13. Theſe Points duly and attentively conſidered, the 


| Proſpect clears, and the Sun rifes on the intellectual as 


well as the natural World. If the Soul of Man be a 


ſpiritual Being, capable of Aſſimilation to the Supreme 


and Firſt Being, whence ſhould we expect the Means of 
acquiring this Perfection but from Gop, the Author and 
ſole Fountain of Perfection? If the ultimate End and 
Happineſs of Man con ſiſts in the Perfection of his Soul, 


and if the Means of arriving at ſuch Perfection is to be 


expected in the Way of Revelation from Gop; this 
may alone ſerve as a Characteriſtick to point out the 
true and genuine Revelation, which muſt be that where- 
by we are taught to purify our Minds, ſo as to fit 
them for that ſeparate State, in which, being free from 
material Bodies, they fhall converſe wholly with ſpiri- 


tual eg. and enter on a new Scene of Action in 
another 


der of Exiſtence. But if all this, from the 
natural 


Fi 
. 
2 


r 


W Fw neee 


41 0 © @& 


cd » 1 » wm 


2 


= e 

4 * 4 „ * 
2 W 
-» 2, AE 


[9] 


natural Force of human Underſtanding, appears perfectly 
rational, intelligible, and probable ; then the Goſpel will 
receive from hence (at leaft to ſuch as pique themſelves 
on extraordinary Sagacity) a fuller Evidence of divine 
Original, than from Miracles themſelves. They might 
indeed amaze us more, but ſurely they would convince us 
leG. The more calm and undiſturbed the Mind, un- 
doubtedly the more capable of apprehending Truth ; and 
certainly the more cooly this Truth is conſidered, the 
more it is looked into and examined, the more evident 
it will be, and the Conviction ſo much the clearer and 
the ſtronger ;z and this I am confident Experience will 
always ' „as Reaſon teaches, | 

14. We ſhall from hence be able fully and ſatisfactorily 

to reſolve to ourſelves thoſe Queſtions which have embar- 
rafſed the greateſt Wits, and not only confuſed their Opi- 
nions, but contaminated their Morals ; ſo that this Book, 
which has been and will be always a — 
to the Admirers, or rather Idolaters of worldly Wiſdom, 
will appear to ſuch as receive, as they ought to receive it, 
with perfect and unfeigned Submiſſion, a Globe of Light 
ſhining in the midſt of Darkneſs, and illuminating all 
who do not ſhut their Eyes againſt it. I make uſe of this 
Similitude of a Globe of Light, becauſe I find it agree- 
able to the Scripture-Expreſſion, and which is more to 
the Genius and Spirit of the Scripture. In this Senſe it 
is ſaid the Sun of Righteouſneſs is ariſen, that is, the Ap- 
pearance of our LoxDd JesUs CHRIST was the Riſing of 
a Sun on the intellectual World, baniſhing thoſe Clouds 
and Shadows by which the natural Horizon was ſo over- 
caſt, that the Light remaining in Man was become too 
feeble to direct him, or to ſhew him how this ſeemingly 
confuſed State of Things correſponded with the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of the Almighty, which the Riſing of the 
SUN of RIGHTEOUSNESS revealed, 

15. Let no Man call this Fanaticiſm or Enthuſiaſm, 
from both which no Principles can be more removed ; 
fince the former is a pretending to ſuperior Lights, know- 
ing that we have them not; and the other miſtaking con- 
ſtitutional Fervors of the Mind for Revelations from 
above; whereas we diſcover the divine Light of the Goſ- 
pel by the Light of Reaſon, and own it for the Word 
of Gop, from the ag Character of Veracity ſhin- 

ng 
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ing therein. We pretend not to extraordinary Gifts, 
or any other Miſſion; we offer no new or ſurprizing 
Doctrine, that may dazzle the Underſtanding or captivate 
the Minds of Men ; but acknowledge fairly, that we 
have followed our own Reaſon in theſe Reſearches, and 
for the Pruth of our Diſcoveries appeal to the Reaſoning 
of other Men. We maintain, that the firſt View of the 
World repreſents it as a Chaos full of Darkneſs, Incon- 
ſiſtency, and Confuſion; we farther maintain, that this 
Perplexity is ſo great, as that it ſurpaſſes the Force of 


the human Faculties to pierce through and reſolve it; 


and we laſtly ſay, that the Conſideration of all this, 


joined to the Knowledge we have of the Divine Nature, 


and our own, renders it moſt reaſonable to believe, that 
Gop never left the intellectual World without a Law 
agreeable thereto, or, in other Words, an expreſs Reve- 
lation of his Will, which manifeſtly appears in the Chri- 
ftran Diſpenſation, carrying the ſame interior Evidence 
of its Truth, and of its coming from the Author of 
Truth, as the World itſelf does of its divine Original. 
Theſe are the Points we propoſe, theſe are the Relations 
and Connexions which they have to each other; which 
having already in part demonſtrated, we will now pro- 
ceed to ſhew the Conſequences which follow, and which 
compleat the Demonſtration to the Satisfaction of our 
reaſoning Faculties. 

16. According to the Goſpel Syſtem, the intellectual, 
as well as the natural World, is perfectly regular, and 
agreeable in the Eye of Reaſon to the Notions we have 
formed of the Self exiſtent, Omnipotent, and Omniſcient 
Being. We ſee, the double Nature of Man fits him for 
two Habitations; one here in the Fleſh, and another 
where Spirits only exiſt. We ſee, that all Things in this 
World are properly diſpoſed for the Uſe of ſuch a com- 
pound Being, and yet cannot give him that Satisfaction 
they plainly do to Brutes, which have their Faculties 
ſuited to this Life only. The Perception of this, and 


the continual Anxiety that attends it, is the true and 


genuine Paſſion, the real Eſſence and indiſputable Cha- 


racteriſtick of Man. This reſtrains him from grovel- 
ing here below, this compels to look into his own Na- 


ture, this inſpires all Notions of Virtue, this teaches us 


to ſhrink at Infamy, and to catch at the Shadow of Im- 
mortality 
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mortality in Fame. In fine, this is that Principle which 
will not ſuffer us to miſtake ourſelves, or to enjoy Quist 
till we know what it is to be happy. 

17. We may very well djvide the Notions of our 
Relation to the Author of all Things, and the Dutics 
which. reſult from that Relation, which is what com- 
monly paſſes under the general Notion of Religion, into 
three diſtinct Branches. The firſt is poſitive Inſtructi- 
ons, ſuch as thoſe of the Brachmans in India, the Magi 
in Perſia, and the Prieſts in Ægypt; all of which, as 
they are grounded in pretended Revelations, ſo they 
manifeſtly prove from the 2 of the wiſeſt Men 
in all Ages and Countries, that a Revelation was neceſ- 
ſary. The ſecond is the Syſtem of the moſt rational Phi- 
— who by Arguments 4 priori demonſtrated the 
Being of a Gop, and the Dependence of Mankind upon 
him, rejecting however many Things in the poſitive In- 
ſtitutions of their reſpective Countries, as unworthy of 
the ſupreme Being, and therefore deſtructive of theſe 
Revelations ; but without the leaſt Prejudice to the fun- 
damental Principle of theſe Religions, which was, the 
Expediency or rather Neceſſity of ſuch a Revelation, 
which they, particularly Sacrates, the wiſeſt and beſt of 
them all, profeſſed they wiſhed for and defired. And 
thudly, the Chriſtian 1 a poſitive Revelation, 
comprehending all that was truly laudable in other In- 
ſtitutions, exactly agreeable to the Syſtem of the Philo- 
ſophers, and free from whatever they objected againit 
other Religions, and teaching in the fulleſt and moit 
expreſs Terms, what, as Creatures, we owe to Gur 
Creator ; and how performing our Duties to him, we 
accompliſh the Ends of our Being, and ſecure our ever- 
laſting Happineſs in him. Hereby is removed the grand 
Stumbling-block of receiving a Political Faith invented 
by Men, and having no Dependence but on the Conjectures 
of Men, and the true Foundation laid of learning what 
Gop expects, from Gop himſelf. 

18. The Original of this Religion aſcends as high as 
the Creation, and begins with an important Truth, that 
Gop made all things in this World perfect, and ſo con- 
ſtituted Man therein, as that he might be happy. This 
mou is highly agreeable to Reaſon, and obviates one of 
the ſtrongeſt Objections * Providence entirely. But 
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was this laſting and permanent? No, Reaſon, Experi- 
ence, Hiſtory, ſhew the contrary; and the Chriſtian 
Scheme ſhews how this came to paſs, notwithſtanding 
Gop was All-good and All-mighty. It was agreeable to 
Reaſon, that the Primitive Religion, like the Laws of 
Nature in all other Caſes, ſhould be extremely fimple ; 
and according to the Goſpel Syſtem, ſo it was. But the 
Corruptions of Men fo changed their Nature, as to make 
poſitive Inſtitutions neceſſary, as appears from the Efforts 
of Heathen Legiſlators, and drew even from Gop him- 
ſelf on his choſen People the Fews, a Yoke they were 
not able to bear; and yet this was a Yoke which they 
knew not how to ſhake off, though they expected and 
longed to be releaſed from it, and to be put under a 
milder Diſpenſation. 

19. Thus we have a complete and authentick Hiſtory 
of Man, ſee what his original Condition was, why he 
was entruſted with Free-will, or a Power of changing it; 
how by an ill Uſe of this ſupreme Endowment of his Na- 
ture, he actually altered his Condition, and introduced 
the Miſeries of which his Poſterity complain; how the 
Goodneſs of Gop is ſtill conſpicuous through all this 
Evil; how the Fewifh Diſpenſation became (notwith- 
ſtanding all its Imperfect ions) expedient for Mankind; 
and how it has ſerved as an Introduction to the ultimate 
Revelation, the laſt Diſpenſation God will give to Man 
for the Information of his Mind, and the imminent Dan- 
ger there is of neglecting it. Thus we evidently diſcern, 
that the Church-Catechiſm is a better Foundation on which 
to build a ſolid and uſeful Philoſophy,or Science teaching the 
Attainment of Wiſdom, than all the Writings of Ari/totle, 
Plato, Epicurus, Cicero, or Seneca; and that conſequently 
the very Children in Chriſtian Countries, have more real 
Knowledge, and come abroad into the World with more 
uſeful Lights, than all the ancient Sages could obtain with 
all their Study and Application. This however ftrange, 
is ſtrictly true. We have ſeen it ſo to be, by ſuſpending 
our Aſſiſtances from thence for a Time; and after mak- 
ing a long Tour through a mazy and intricate Way un- 
ger the Guidance of human Reaſon, are at laſt with great 
Difficulty brought to that Point, whence every Child 
ſets out at ſeven or eight Years old, though the ableſt 
Pagan Sages came not near it. 

FE 20. But 
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20. But it may be aſked, Do you really think that 
all the Wiſdom of the Ancients, all the Reaſoning of 
the Philoſophers, all thoſe Syſtems of Morality collected 
with ſo much Induſtry, and publiſhed with ſo much Care 
even in Chriſtian Countries, and by the moſt zealous Ad- 
yacates for the Chriſtian Faith, are of no Value, and 
deſerve no Credit or Efteem? I fay nothing like this, 
But what I ſay is, that the plain Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion, the fundamental Doctrines of our Faith, thoſe 
Things in which and about which all Chriſtians agree, 
teach us whatever is certain, afford us all the Helps that 
can be derived from, and furniſh us with all the Aſſiſt- 
ances that theſe Philoſophers can pretend to. If Demo- 
critus, Epicurus, and the reſt of that Tribe, boaſt of 
calming and compoſing the Minds of Men, by remov- 
ing the Terrors of Superſtition, Chriſtianity does much 
more; for by ſhewing us the true Nature of the Divine 
Economy, which in the Goſpel Language is called the 
Kingdom of Heaven, it not only removes all vain Fears, 
but fills our Souls with Comfort and Joy. If the Stoicks 
value themſelves on their Firmneſs and Conſtancy, how 
much more ought the Principles of the Goſpel to be 
valucd in this Reſpedt, which eſtabliſh a more rational, 
and conſequently a better-founded Reſolution ? But if 
the Freedom and Liberty of the Academics be deſervedly 
eſteemed, for leaving Reaſon to itſelf in all Inquiries 
about natural Things, why not confeſs the ſame Excel- 
lency - the Law of JesUs, which allows the ſame Pri- 
vilege 

8 We have already ſeen from the fulleſt Proofs, that 
there is no ſuch thing as living in, and enjoying the 
Comforts of this World, before we are ſome way or 
other ſatisfied upon what Terms we have them, and 
to whom we are obliged. The Scepticks, or Free- 
Thinkers, after the Mode of Lucretius and their other 
Chiefs, refer us to Chance; but beſides that this is im- 
probable and unſatisfactory, there is another Circumſtance 
attends it, which is, that if we really believe it (for 
Faith is very neceſſary in Free- Thinking, and Atheiſts 
are the greateſt Believers) I ſay, if we really believe it, 
we muſt live in continual Fear, fince it is not only a 
Chance whether we live to the next Moment, but 


whether the World ſhall exiſt, whether the Sun ſhall not 
be 


[ 14 ] 

be extinguiſhed, or the Globe of the Earth fly from its 
Axis into Shivers, as Mud does from a Cart-wheel. But 
take it the other Way, and conſider the Inventions of 
Men upon this Subject, are they not altogether 
ſuperſtitious? Do they not include ſuch Poſitions as 
are viſibly abſurd ? Do they not likewiſe appear calcula- 
ted to raiſe a Terror in the Minds of Men, of the Divine 
Being ? What Fellowſhip can there be between Incer- 
tainty and Peace of Mind? What Hopes of Quiet, if 
Superſtition prevail? We talk not of Reaſonings in the 
Schools, but of thoſe Principles which are to be the Lights 
of the ſober Man's Life, and the Rules of his Conduct. 
Thefe doubtleſs can never flow either from believing 
there is no Gop, or taking up with ſuch Notions of 
Gop, as either old Prieſts or Politicians have from the 
_ of the original Revelation to the firſt Man con- 
trived. 

22. But as to the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith, they 
are perſpicuous, probable, and ſuch as afford the great- 
eſt Proſpect of Hope, and conſequently the beſt Ground 
for Chearfulneſs. We are told, that an All-wiſe, All- 
mighty, and Alk-beneficent Being created the Univerſe 
out o _— according to the Dictates of his Sapience, 
and for the Manifeſtation of his Goodneſs, We are al- 
ſo told, that he ſuſtains and ſupports this vaſt and ſtupen- 
dous Work of the Creation, by his conſtant and perpe- 


tual Attention thereto, and to all Things therein, which 


is what by us his Creatures is called his Providence, with- 
out which all would ſink again into that Confuſion, 
whence by the omnipotent Fiat it was originally creat- 
ed. We are farther told, that the ſame wiſe and un- 
erring Power has the ſame Care and Concern for the 
Moral and Intellectual, as for the Viſible and Natural 
World; and that as all in the latter is perfect, becauſe he 
made them ſo, all in the former is to be perfect, becaufe 
he inveſted them with a Power of making themſelves ſo. 
In all this there is nothing obſcure or perplex'd, nothing 
which a common Underſtanding may not -apprehend, 
nothing that requires Pains or Application to inveſtigate. 
Yet there is nothing in it hard to digeſt, nothing ab- 
ſurd, nothing that can raiſe a Doubt in the Breaſt of a 
reaſonable Man. Add to all this, that it diſpels every 
gloomy Thought, brightens the very Sun, and throws 

| a new 
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a new Glory over the whole Creation; ſince we fee 
ourſelves ſo far from being either in a low or incertain 
State, that we are ſatisfied we poſſeſs all that infinite 
Wiſdom could deviſe for us, and are to be'as happy as 
our own Wiſhes can deſire, and much more ſo. 

23. By our having a full Perſwaſion of theſe important 
Truths, we fee all Things in a new and perfect State; 
and as the Sin of Adam drove his Poſterity out of Aden, 


ſo the Belief of the Chriſtian Faith re-admits us into Pa- 


radiſe again. For conſider how different a Thing it is 
to live in a World made by Chance, and in one raiſed by 
an Omnipotent and All-wiſe Being. How low and con- 
temptible a Thing it is for a rational Being to come 
into the World to eat, drink, fleep, and purſue the Plea- 
ſures of Senſe, which the Beaſts, after all his Study, will 
without Thought enjoy more than he. How noble and 
conſiſtent a Plan it appears, that Man ſhould in this 
World ſo raiſe and refine his fpiritual Nature, white 
Joined to the Body, as to be capable of enjoying a new 
State of Being, in which his intellectual Faculties will be 
fully gratified. In the one Senſe how weak, how poor, 


how wretched, how laborious, and yet how ridiculous 


the Cares of Life, and how irreconcileable to human 
Reaſon, which muſt produce endleſs Uneaſineſs and Diſ- 
content? On the other, how fit, how regular, howwell- 
adjuſted, how ſuited to his Condition, how calculated 


to mend it, and finally how worthy of Omnipotence and 


Omniſcience, and thereby how well-framed to eftablifh 


Content, and maintain a conſtant Serenity of Mind? 


In the World of Chance, how deplorable and deſpicable 
a Thing is old Age? In the Chriftian World, how com- 
fortable and how venerable? What ſo terrible to Na- 
ture, as the Idea of Death? To Grace, what fo defirable 
as Diſſolution ? 

24. This upon the cloſeſt Conſideration will be found a 


true State of Facts, and not a plauſible Diſpoſition of 


Words calculated to captivate the Ear, and not of Force 
to move the Underſtanding. We muſt be the more firm- 


ly convinc'd, the more we weigh and meditate there- 


upon, and muſt diſcern new Motives to believe from 
every Moment's ſerious Attention. For this we find is the 
Nature of Truth, that the more it is conſider'd, the more 
It is examined, the ſtricter it is looked into, the fairer, 

more 
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more perfect, and uniform it appears. This being the Caſes 
the intellectual Syſtem improves gradually to our Under- 
ſtanding, and appears continually more and more harmo- 
nious and well connected; not from any Acceſſion of Per- 
fection in itſelf, for being the Idea of an Omniſcient Mind, 
it wagabſolutely perfect in its firſt Conception; but becauſe 
being now acquainted with the true Key, and having ac- 
quired a right Notion of its Conſtruction, we are enabled 
to enter into and comprehend all its Beauties: The very 
Contemplation and Comprehenſion of which, is a new 
and infallible Demonſtration. For if looking on a 
"Thing on this Side, on that, and upon the other, we 
find the Proſpect ſtill dark, confuſed, and obſcure ; what 


can we infer from thence (knowing this Ihing the 


Work of omnipotent Omniſcience) but that we have 
conſidered it all along in wrong Views ? But if ſuddenly 
we alter our Poſition, and viewing the Thing in another 
Light, perceive it more perfect than our Underſtanding 
could conceive, what can we conclude, but that at laſt 
we have found the Means of ſeeing Things as they are? 

25. As it is abundantly more comfortable to live in a 
World of Gop's making, than in one owing (if that 
were poſſible) its Being to Chance, and having no better 
Guardian for its Security; ſo on the other hand, when 
we once allow ourſelves Time to reflect, we ſhall ſee 
ſufficient Cauſe to rejoice at what we are told in the 


. Goſpel: viz. that we are the Objects of God's ſpecial 


Providence, and that nothing (even of the minuteſt kind) 
happens to us but by his Permiſſion or Appointment. 
A due Meditation on this will ſerve to fulfil two Ends 
of great Importance to us, viz. to impreſs an high Re- 
verence on our Minds for the Divine _ who, be- 
ſides the general Advantages conceded to us by giving 
us our Exiſtence in this World of his making, is more- 
over gractoufly pleaſed to watch over us continually, 
and to have every one of us conſtantly in his Sight; 
to excite in us a due Concern for our own, Behaviour, 
which muſt unqueſtionably be worthy our utmoſt Atten- 
tion, ſince Gop, who is the Author of all Things, is 
pleaſed to make it the Object of his peculiar Care. We 
cannot conſider theſe Points with any Degree of Cau- 
tion or Pains, without perceiving the Truth of what has 


been advanced; and therefore to free themſelves from the 
Conſtraint 
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Conſtraint which ſach Conſiderations naturally impoſe, 
ſome Men (without openly renouncing the Goſpel) have 
attempted to remove the Notion of a particular Provi- 
dence, as if not taught therein, and at the ſame time 
irreconcilable to Reaſon. 

26. But ſure the firſt is a very bold — ; ſince if 

ca 


pable of 
judging of a Perſon's Meaning by the Words in which he 
expreſſes himſelf, then undoubtedly thoſe of our Saviour 
cannot be fuller, plainer, or clearer than they are. But 
before we come to the Words of our LoRD, let us conſi- 
der the general Scope of his Doctrine, and the End for 


which, according to his own Account, -he came into this 


World. He proceeded forth from the Boſom of the eternal 
Father in order to reveal his Will, or, which is the fame 


Thing, the Method and Meaſure of their Happineſs to 
Mankind. He muſt therefore have perfectly comprehended 


the Will of his Father, and have been perfectly able to ex- 
preſy it, or, in his own Language, he was the Light and 


the Truth. What then came this Son of Gop to tell the 


Children of Men? Why, that the Goſpel, every where 
uniform, conſiſtent and divine, contains a Meſſage wor- 
thy of Him who was Gop made manifeſt in the Fleſh, 


v1Z. that Men have in themſelves a Capacity of entering 


into the Fulneſs of Joy, and participating of the divine 
Nature in the beatifick Viſion. This was the End and 
Intent of his Coming; and the Deſign of all his Parables, 
Sermons, and Diſcourſes, was, to impreſs this on the 
Minds of Men, and to teach them the Means of arriving 
at the Plenitude of Happineſs propoſed to them. 'T his 
was the Buſineſs of our Divine Lawgiver in this World, 
where Men lived according to their own Notions, and 
were buſy in purſuing that as their ultimate and ſupreme 
Intereſt, which was no more than a temporary Concern 
ſcarce worthy of their Attention at all. | 

27. This being ſo, what more natural? what more ra- 


tional? what more agreeable to this moſt exalted Deſign, 


than admoniſhing Mankind * — of their being too 
much wedded and tied to this World? Surely nothing. 
But then conſider how well ſuited this Doctrine of a ſpe- 
cial, particular, and extraordinary Providence was to this 
great End. For to tell Men while in this World, that 


they ſhould take no Thought about it, that they ſhould 
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paſs through it as though they were not in it, and leave 


all Things to fall out as they would, while themſelves 
were taken up with Contemplations of ancther State, 
would have been extravagant. This therefore is qualified, 
by our Saviour's telling them what they neither did or 
could know before, viz. that they were under the im- 
mediate, conſtant, and peculiar Providence of Gon, who 
knew their Nature and their Wants better than them- 
ſelves, and that they might therefore prudently and ratio- 
nally apply their — vigorouſly to their capital 
Work of making their Salvation ſure, without Fear that 
this Attention of theirs ſhould be prejudicial to their 
worldly Affairs; becauſe he, who knew this to be their 
Duty and their Intereſt, who conſtantly watched over 
all their Actions, and directed all the ſcveral Events that 
befell them, would have a Care of their temporal Con- 
cerns, and not let them ſuffer in any Degree from their 
cloſe Application to what regarded their Nature, as it 
was Spititual. What could be plainer, more probable, or 
conſiſtent? What Doctrine more ſuitable to HIM, or 
more profitable for Them than this ? 

28. We have now gone through the Preliminaries to 
the Doctrine of our LoRD JESUS CurisT, concerning 
the Providence of Gop, or in other Words, the Maxims 
of his Government of this World, and are ready to hear 
what he hath taught in this Reſpet. But however, 
there are two Things that it may not be amiſs for us 10 
bear in mind, in as much as his Diſciples were cenvinced 
of them before CHR1sT proceeded to deliver to them 
this Doctrine, and they are theſe. 1. That all Things 
happen according to the Will, and are conducted by the 
Wiſdom of Almighty Gop, who orders them as he ſees 
good; ſo that however they ſeem to the finite Under- 
ſtanding of Men, moſt undoubtedly they are right in 
themſelves, and conduce to the beſt Ends poſſible. 2. 
That CHRIST, the only-begotten and entirely-beloved 
Son of the Father, knew the Maxims of his Father's 
Government; or in other Words, was able to ex- 
2 the Nature of that Providence or Syſtem of Divine 

rovidence, by which he rules the World, to his Diſci- 
ples, and conſequently put them on ſurer Grounds than 
any other People ever went upon. Theſe Points ſhew us 
how much better Chriſtianity is founded than — ; 
| or 
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ſor the latter only tells us what wiſe Men thought fitteſt 
for Men to do, whereas the former tells us what is fitteit 
for us to do in the Judgment of Gop himſelf ; which is 
ſurely all that human Reaſon can'aſk or demand, and as 
much as human Pride can either defire or expect. 

29. The Manner in which our LoR D JESUS CHRIST 
explained this great Point to his Diſcipl-s is very remark- 
able, and his — very extraordinary; f.r thus we 
find it delivered by the Apoſtle and holy Evangeliſt St. 
Luke, xii. 13. vis. And one of the Company ſaid umi Him, 
Maſter, ſpea ta my Brather, that he divide the Inheritance 
with me. And he ſaid unto him, Man, who made me a Fudge 
or @ Divider over you ? And he ſaid unto them, Take hed 
aud beware of Couteufucſs ; for a Man's Life conſi/teth not 
in the Abundance ef the Things which he pojſefſeth. And ke 


fate a Paratle unto them ſaying, The Ground of a rich Mun 


brought forth plentifully, Aud he thought within himjc!f. ſcy- 
ing, II hat fhull I de, becauſe I have ns Room where to bejt:10 
my Fruits ? And he faid, This will Ids; I will pull down my 
Barns and build greater, and there will I beflow all my Fruits 
and my Goeds, And I wi!l ſay to my Soul, Sul, thou ha/? 
much Goods laid up for many Tears; take thine Eaſe, cat, 
arink, and be merry, But Gon ſaid unte him, Thou Los. 
this Night thy Soul ſball be required of thee : Then whoſe ſhall 
theſe Things be which thou haſt provided? So is he that layeth 
up Treaſure for himſelf, and is not rich towards (30D. And 
he ſaid unto his Diſciples, Therefore I ſay unto you, take 19 
Thought for your Li/e, what ye ſhall eat; neither for the Body, 
what ye ſhall put on. The Life is more than Meat, and the 
Body is more than Rayment. Conſider the Ravens: for they 
neither ſaw, nor reap , which haue neither Storehauſe, nor 
Barn; and Gob feedeth them: How much are ye better than 
the Fotuls? And which of you with taking Thought can add 
to your Stature one Cubit? If ye then be not able to do that 
thing which is leaſt, why take ye Thought for the reſt ? Con- 


ſider the Lillies haw they grow : they tail not, they ſpin not : 


and yet I ſay unto you, that Solomon in all his Gkry was net 
orrayed lile one of theſe. If then Gop ſo claath the Graſs, 
which is to day in the Field, and to morrow is caſt into the 
Oven: haw much more will he claath you, O ye of little Faith? 
And ſeek nat ye what ye ſhall eat, er what ye ſhall drink, nei- 
ther be ye of doubtful Mind. For all theſe Things do the 
Nations of the World ſee after : and your Father knoweth 
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that ye have need of theſe Things. But rather ſeek ye the 
Kingdom of God, and all theſe Things ſhall be added unto 
you. 
30. In this very ſhort and plain Diſcourſe, our bleſſed 
LorD, agreeable to his own ſolemn Declaration, that 
his Kingdom was not of this World, renounces all Title 
to deciding Law-Caſes about Inheritances ; by aſking, 
Who made me a Judge or a Divider over you By which 


Queſtion he manifeſtly confuted the common Opinion 


of the Jets, that the Meſſiah was to be a temporal Prince, 
and to reſtore at that Time the Kingdom to Tfrael. But 
beſides rejecting this Office of a Judge, or Divider; of 
a Legiſlator, or Prince over his Diſciples in temporal 
Affairs, he openly teaches what the Nature is of the Power 
he claims, and the Sovereignty he meant to eſtabliſh ; 
and that this might not ſeem ſtrange or unreaſonable to 


them, he ſets an Example before their Eyes, fuller of 


Conviction than a thouſand Arguments. Beware, ſays 
he, of Covetouſneſs ; this we ſee is the Precept, this the 
Doctrine he meant to lay down. Beware, that is, you 
that are my Diſciples take heed, be cautious, have a 
great Care of being poſſeſſed by Covetouſneſs ; which 
implies the Danger of bog Ne by it, as the Reaſons 
afterwards given ſhew the Folly of being ſo ſeduced. But 
then what is Covetouſneſs? An immoderate Defire of 
Things needful, and an unreaſonable Deſire of what is 
needleſs; which is intimated in the Reaſon our LORD 
gives for being aware of Covetouſneſs, becauſe a Man's 
Life 55 not in the Abundance of the Things which 
he poſſeſſes. 

314 he Precept being laid down, and tFerewith the 
Reaſon of it; our Lord, inſtead of dry Argument, de- 
monſtrates what he commands to be right and fit, by a 
ſhort, plain, and inconteſtible Example. The Point to 
be proved is, that Covetouſneſs is to be avoided ; the 
Ground on which this Precept is founded, and which is 
alſo to be maintained, is, that Happineſs conſiſteth not in, 
or can aſſuredly be derived from Abundance. The Ex- 
ample runs thus; A Man already rich, deſires and en- 
deavours to increaſe his Riches, which being an eaſy 
Taſk, according to the natural Courſe of Things, he by 
uſing the proper Means ſucceeds. The Ground of a rich 
Man brought forth plentifully. He was already rich when 
| | ee this 
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this covetous Spirit ſeized him; he is now become richer; 
and what then? does this quiet and content him? No, 
it begets new Cares. He had Riches, he would have 
more Riches, and now he is anxious about keeping them. 
And he thought within himſelf, ſaying, hat hall J 
do ? Here is the whole Proceſs of worldly Wiſdom. And 
about what? His very Riches were become burthenſome, 
and the Care of keeping ſucceeding that of getting, he 
found himſelf under the ſame Neceflity of forecaſting 
that he was before. The Iſſue of all this Thought was 
a very wiſe and juſt Concluſion from his Principles, I 
will, ſays he, effectually ſecure what I have got, my 
Riches, and my accumulated Riches, and then I will 
enjoy them. That is, I will diſmiſs the Purſuit of Bu- 


ſineſs, and launch into that of Pleaſure. This I will do; 


I will pull down my Barns, and build greater; and there 
will ] beſtow all my Fruits and my Goods. And I will 
fay to my Soul, Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid up for 

many Years ; take thy Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. 
In this Parable there is the juſteſt, trueſt, and 
moſt ſtriking Picture of the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, that 
was ever drawn. The Lover of worldly Things ſpending 
his beſt Days, his Prime of Life, in contriving to ſecure 
the Means of enjoying what he will want Power of en- 
Joyings even if Life, which is very uncertain, ſhould 
laſt ſo long as to afford Time to enjoy them. So that 
Care is the Means, though Joy be the End; the former 
muſt be taken, though the latter ſhould never be at- 
tained. He heapeth up Riches, 605 the Pſalmiſt) and 
cannot tell wha ſball gather them. But our LoRD having 
in this moſt elegant Manner ſhewn us how well he was 
acquainted with the Heart and Thoughts of Men, turns 
ſhort, and to explain the whole Matter, ſhews us the 
ſame Page of this Man's Account in the Book of Gop, 
But Gop ſaid unto him, Thou Foal, this Night ſhall thy 
Soul be required of thee : then whoſe ſhall thoſe Things be 
which thou haft June ? We are to underſtand by 
this Speaking of Gop, the wiſe Diſtribution of Events 
by his Providence. When the Man whoſe Thoughts 
were bent entirely on this World, had in the Judgment 
which his Wiſdom taught him to make, ſecured the 
Means of Happineſs ; by the Wiſdom of God, he + cut 
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ſhort by a deadly Diſeaſe, in which Diſpenſation his 
Maker admoniſhes him of his Folly. On his Death-bed 
he ſees Things in quite a new Light, and hears the Voice 
of his Creator putting this Queſtion ; Y/hoſe ſhall theſe 
Things be which thou haſt provided? T hine they are no 
Jongers that is implied, and therefore the Phraſe began 
with, Thou Fool, But letting that paſs, as it is, can'ft 
thou now tell whoſe theſe Things ſhall be? will the 
Brightneſs of thy Wiſdom enable thee to ſee this through 
the Cloud of Events? No ; and yet they are thoſe 
which thou haſt provided, Fool as thou wel 

33. The Parties being heard on both Sides, our LoRD 
pronounces 9 So i5 He who layeth up Riches 


for himſelf, and is not rich towards Gop. So is he; 


there is his Condition, that of a deluded Fool, on the 
cloſing up of his Accounts detected in making a falſe 
Ballance, and reduced thereby from a fancied State of 
Abundance, to a low and ſenſible State of Indigence. 
But what is the Character of this wretched Creature, 
The Man who layeth up Riches for himſelf ? that is, He 
who thinks of nothing elſe, who ſearches and conti ives, 
who toils and Jabours for Wealth becauſe it is Wealth, 
and becauſe Wealth is the principal Thing in this World, 
the mighty Engine, of Force to remove every Thing 
that obſtructs, and to compaſs whatever is deficable: 
Such are the Riches he lays up ; and the Reaſon of lay- 
ing them up follows, for himſelf; that is, for his own 
Benefit and Advantage; from a putting his Truſt and 
Confidence in them, from his having no Delight in any 
thing elſe, from his having a fooliſh and yet a firm Con- 
ceit that there is a cloſe and certain Relation between 
him and his Riches, ſo that they are as much his as they 
are Riches, and muſt ever fo continue. Hence he is 
ſaid to lay up, to guard or conceal Riches for himſelf. 
At the ſame time however, that he is poor in another 
Senſe, for He is not rich towards Gop. The Deſire of 
poſſeſſing is boundleſs, the Appetite of acquiring with- 
out Meaſure ; and this turned towards its true Object 
is right and agreeable to Nature; for he who would be 
rich towards Gop, can never have enough. So then 
duly and fairly conſidered, without any ſort of playing 
upon Words, the Caſe comes out thus: He is deceived, 

cheated, 


[ 23 ] 
cheated, and' d on the final Audit, who lays up 
Wealth for himſelf; and he is the true Uſurer, who, 
by employing his Parts, Wealth, and Strength, in the 
erformance of good Works, thereby maketh himſelf 
rich towards Gop. 

34. By this Parable, our Loxp overturns and blots 
out from the Hearts of his Diſciples, thoſe low and cor- 
rupt Principles of worldly Wiſdom, by which they had 
been. hitherto miſled. He teaches them to diſtinguiſh 
between true and falſe Riches, and to have juſt Notions 
of the uſe of all Things. By this admirable Method he 
clears their Hearts from thoſe Prejudices and Prepoſſeſ- 
ſions, thoſe falſe Hopes and groundleſs Fears, thoſe vain 
Deſires and fruitleſs Anxieties, which flow from this car- 
nal Appetite, this unreaſonable Thirſt after Wealth, that 
profiteth not. We may judge of the Force and Efficacy 
of this Parable, by putting the Doctrine it contains into 
a modern Dreſs, and then it will ſtand thus: If Man 
would attentively conſider his own Nature, he would 
certainly diſcover that his Appetites are not to be ſatisfied 
with the Things of this World ; and that therefore he 
debaſes his Underſtanding, and belies his Nature, when 
he makes theſe his ultimate Purſuits. A Man has a ſpi- 
ritual and a carnal Nature, the latter is plainly under the 
Dominion of the former, becauſe the Powers of the Mind 
ſupply and miniſter to the Wants of the Body ; and yet 
the Body can do nothing but under the Direction, and 
from the Influence of the Mind. Theſe Powers and 
Forces of both Body and Mind, Man hath not from hint- 
ſelf, but from his Maker, who has ſo diſpoſed them, as 
that he may plainly diſcern he is deſigned for nobler Pur- 
poſes than can be effected on this Earth. What tends 
to ſupply and aſſiſt the Body with what it wants, we call 
Riches, properly enough in one Senſe ; but then the Soul 
alſo having its Wants, there muſt be a kind of Riches, 
which have the ſame Relation thereto as thoſe we call ſo 
have to the Body. It follows therefore, that a wiſe Man 
will have a due Regard to both kind of Riches, and none 
but a Fool will be ſo infatuated as to purſue the Riches 
of the Body, till they loſe their Nature, and he lofes the 
Riches of the Mind, which laſt for ever. 
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35. But the Parable convinces more than the Argu- 


ment. It repreſents to us Things inſtead of Ideas, and 
affects the Mind by a Pictute rather than a Deſcription 


in Words. This was ſuited to a numerous Audience of 


different Capacities and various Judgments, as well as 
the Subject, for every one could remember and reflect on 
the Parable ; whereas few could have retained or carried 
away a whole Diſcourſe. But there is nothing fallacious, 


nothing ſcenical or fictitious in this Parable, which will not 


hold when reduced to a Diſcourſe, We have juſt ſeen 
the contrary of that, by actually tranſlating it into the 
Language of Philoſophy. I have taken notice of this to 


ſhew, that though our Lord (which is one ſtrong Proof 


of his Divinity) preached to the Vulgar, yet his Doctrine 
would bear the Examination of the Sages. He ſpoke to 


the Many, but in Terms that deſerved the Admiration 


of the FEw. There is nothing more certain, than that 
there are two Kinds of Conviction, one flowing from a 
ſudden and violent breaking-in of Truth, when the Un- 


derſtanding is as it were taken by Storm, and a Man's 


whole Syſtem of Thinking is changed in an Inftant : 
the other a gradual, gentle, and flow ſtealing- in of Light, 
when the Judgment is as it were carried Inch by Inch, 
which however ends like the former, in an abſolute Re- 
volution. Our Lok uſes both Methods at once, in 
order to fit his Diſciples for their Duty, to open their 
Eyes, to extend their Views, to extirpate Prejudices, to 
make every Man's Mind a raſa Tabula, or as his own 
Phraſe is, to make plain the Ways of the Lokd. This 
was the true, the ſole, the genuine Way of proceeding ; 


for while carnal Deſires, and ſuch an over-weening 


Paſſion for Riches remained, their Breaſts were barren 
Grounds, and thereby moſt unfit to receive the Seed of 
Divine Truths. 

36. The Text proceeds, And he ſaid unto his Diſ- 
ciples. By the Word and, the ſubſequent Doctrine is 


connected with the foregoing Reaſoning, or hiſtorical 


Deduction of human Policy ; and the Import of it is, that 
having laid this Foundation, and removed theſe Impedi- 


ments, our. bleiſed LoRx D proceeded in the important 


Diſcourſe on which he had entered; viz. concerning the 
Duties of Man, and his prudent Conduct of himſelf 
through this Life, His Sermon begins thus, Therefore 


1 jay 


251 
T ſay unto you, Take no heed for your Lifs, what ye ſhall 
eat, or for your Body what you ſhall put on. The Life is 
more than Meat, the Body is more than Raiment. By 
this Word therefore, we are taught the true Senſe of what 
follows; fince it ſhews, that this Care of Food and Rai- 
ment, condemned by our LogD, is the Worldly Man's 
Care, which is anxious and endleſs, tending to Ages at 
a Diſtance, and no wiſe ſettled according to Man's ſhort 
and uncertain Tenure of his Being here, which he knows 
not when it muſt end, but knows that his Term is not 
long. As this Doctrine is laid down from the foregoing 
Parable, ſo the Reaſons or Arguments which are uſed 
to inforce ir follow in their proper Place; viz. The Life 
is more than Meat, the Body is more than Raiment. But 
why? Food and Raiment are Neceſſaries only ſo long 
as Man is in this State, and leads his Life here upon Earth; 
but his Exiſtence or Being is not ſo determined, and 
therefore it becomes far more important to provide for 
the Welfare of the ever-living Spirit, than to bend all our 
Cares to the amaſling Comforts for it in the Candition 
of its carnal State. For a happy ſpiritual Exiſtence is 
as much more worthy of our Attention than Meat, as 
the taking Care of his Heaith is more properly a wiſe 
Man's Concern, than to provide him with fine Apparel. 
37. As high as CHRIST's Authority ſtood with his 
Ditciples, and notwithſtanding his Power to give them 
Laws according to his Will, yet we find him ufing them 
on all Occaſions like Men, and like rational Beings, 
commending Reaſons to their Meditation, and expect- 
ing Obedience to his Cemmands, only from the Convic- 
tion of their Minds. In the preſent Caſe particularly 
he goes on in the following Words, Conſider the Ravens; 
for they neither ſow nor reap : which neither have Store- 
houſe nor Barn, and Gop feedeth them. In the Word 
Conſider, we diſcern firſt, a genteel and complaiſant Stile 
of Authority, intimating what is fit for us do; wiz. 
after learning what our Duty is, to meditate and reflect 
on ſuch Points as are moſt ſuited to clear and reconciie 
us to it, by ſhewiag it to be our Intereſt. Of this Na- 
| ture is the Fact ſuggeſted by our Lon p; the Ravens 
which you ſee daily, are in a general Senfe the Creatures 
of Gop as wel! as you; they have Need of a conſtant 
Supply and Proviſion as well as you, and for as long a 
E Time 
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Time as you; they do not however ſeem to diſtreſs os 
vex themſelves about their being in this Condition, which 
however you do, and hold this Application and Anxiety 
Wiſdom and Prudence. But obſerve the Conſequence! 
theſe Ravens, though they neither ſow nor reap, take no 
Care this Day for the Wants of to-morrow, much leſs 
have Store-houſes or Barns to feed them for many Years 
together, obtain nevertheleſs their proper Subſiſtance; 
they are fed from Day to Day; and CHRisT teaches 
expreſsly, that we ought to defire no more, and all this 
happens becauſe Gop feedeth them. The Father and 
Fountain of Being, whoſe Mercy is over all his Works, 
provides bountifully by his Wiſdom, for all that he has 
made by his Power ; though ſome not attending to this, 
makes themſelves miſerable by their own Folly. 

38. How much are ye better than the Fowls ? This, we 
are to obſerve, is a new Method of obliging his Diſciples 
to reaſon and meditate, for otherwife how were they to 
anſwer this Queſtion? A Queſtion, to ſay the Truth, 
which carries in it very great Weight and no ſmall 
Difficulty. It implies, that the Dignity of Human Na- 
ture ought to be every Man's Study, and that the Noſce 
teipſum is a Maxim in Religion as well as in Philoſophy. 
That we are better than other Animals, or occupy a 
higher Place in the Scale of Being than they, is obvious 
enough to Reaſon, While we make this very Reflec- 
tion, it convinces us; for we perceive and diſcern 
the Scale of Nature, but other Animals only fulfil the 
Acts or Duties to which in that QEconomy they are de- 
ligned; in theſe they have Delight and Pleaſure, which, 
as a Reward of their Beings, ends with their Beings. 
But Man occupies a higher Place, as being indued not 
only with animal but ſpiritual Life; a Power of exiſt- 
ing without, as well as of exiſting in the Body. This he 
1s conſcious of, for otherwiſe he would not be account- 
able; and being conſcious of this, it naturally follows, 
he ought to conſider himſelf as better than other Animals, 
as being of a Species placed above them; not only by 
the omnipotent Will, but alſo by the omniſcient Wiſdom 
of his Creator and theirs. It is from a due Attention to 
this Queſtion, that the Bounds and Propriety of this 
Doctrine is diſcovered and underſtood; for we are not 


abſolutely to conclude that the Example of Ravens is 
, ; Tecon. 
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recommended to Men, or that becauſe they neither ſow 
nor reap, therefore it is either unreaſonable. or againſt 
the Will of Gon, that Men ſhould provide againſt 
Want by theſe or ſuch like Methods. "This moſt un- 
doubtedly is reaſoning wrong, and interpreting CHr15ST's 
Words abſurdly ; for as much as we are better than the 
Ravens, ſo much better ought we to be provided for here, 
and this by the free and proper Exerciſe of our Reaſon*; 
and conſequently Store-houſes are not forbid to us, but 


an immealurable Covetouſneſs of laying up; from an ill- 


grounded Reliance on our own Prudence, and a moſt 
idle and ridiculous Diſtruſt of that Providence, which 
without Harveſts feeds the Ravens. | 

39. We may from hence diſcern the true Nature of 
Reaſon and Faith, about which ſo many Volumes have 
been written in Language, and on Principles as oppoſite 
as Light and Darkneſs. Some magnifying Reaſon as the 
Rule and Criterion of Faith; from a vain Opinion that 
their own Reaſon would from thence appear ſupe- 
rior to other Men's; while on the 'other Side, ſome 
have been for binding Reaſon to the Chariot-wheels of 
Faith, as if they meant to make their Court to Heaven 
as Stateſmen do to Tyrants on Earth, by contending 


for the Neceſſity of an implicit and blind Obedience. 


But Reaſon and Faith are both the Gifts that Gop has 
beſtow d on rational Beings for their Benefit, and for pro- 
moting their Happineſs ; it is therefore morally impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould be repugnant to each other, or lead to ſe- 
parate and inconſiſtent Ends. But the chief Deſign of our 
Saviour's Doctrine in this moſt admirable Diſcourſe, is to 
diſtinguiſh and explain the true Nature and Bounds of 
Reaſon and Faith,. that Men may derive from them the 
Advantages which Gop deſigned ſhould flow from them. 
In order to this, he firſt deſcribes Faith as that Connection 
between Men and their Creator, which induces them to 
inquire into, and wiſh to perform his Will; and a Life 
conducted from theſe Motives he denominates, as I have 


ſaid, the Kingdom of Gop; on the other, he ſhews 
how perfectly this ſuits with and correſponds to the Light 


which he has given every Man to walk by in this 
World, which is Reaſon. When he inſiſts upon the 
former, and ſpeaks of the Rewards of a future State, he 
uſes Power and Authority, and tells his Diſciples what 
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they are to expect, and this he does as Gop by his om- 
nipotent Right, and his directive Stile ſhewing what we 
ſhould believe; but when he mentions the Things of 
this Life, he reaſons and perſuades as a Man. Thus we 
ſee Reaſon and Faith relate to the Conduct of rational 
Beings as to this World and the next, ſo that both are 
requiſite to complete our Happineſs. 

40. But this is not all. As we have a double Relation 
to Gop, as his Creatures in this World, and his Children 
in the next; ſo one of theſe invaluable Gifts is an- 


nexed to our Being, the other we ourſelves muſt de- 


ſerve. Reaſon, which every Man has, may ſuffice to 
conduct him thro' this World, and, if he will not ſhut his 
Eyes againſt Futurity, may in his own, and other Men's 
Judgment, be thought ſufficient. But this is Carnal 
and Worldly Wiſdom, directly oppoſite to the true 
Wiſdom, the Beginning of which is the Fear of Gon. 
But why? Becauſe our Fear or Reverence of the ſu- 
preme Being, begets a Deſire of knowing, and a Reſo- 
lution of doing his Will. In all Ages of the World, 
this was ſomeway practicable ; and whatever Men could 
learn of the firſt original Revelation to Adam, became 
the Obje of their Faith; and the more obſcure this 
was, the more Merit, as well as the more good Senſe 
there was in their Obedience, In regard to the Fews, 
to whom our Saviour ſpeaks, they boaſted (and not with- 
aut Cauſe) of their Faith, which was better founded than 
in other Nati ons; a Fact that proves itſelf; for no ratio- 
nal Man ever approved Ethnic Divinity, conſequently 
it muſt have ſprung from Au Irsvs ſhews them 
however, that ſpeculative Fai h is nothing, and that car- 
nal Reafon is nothing; but at the ſame time, he ſhews 
them how a living Faith, a ſpiritual Reaſon will be the 
Reſult of conjoining both, and that this becomes the 
Rule of every Man who regards his Creator, and en- 
ters into the Kingdom of Gop. Thus we ſee how the 
Juſt live by Faith, and how the Apoſtles Paul and James 
only conſidered the ſame Subject in different, but both of 
them in uſeful Lights; and that there is no Shadow of 
Contradiction in the GosPrer, if we do but attend to 
what is ſaid therein, and come withaMind prepared byRea- 


Gn to receive that FaiTH, which God has publiſhed by 
CHRIST, 


291 
CHRIST, and which bears the ſame Stamp of his infinite 
Wiſdom that the Worid does of his Power, 

41- The former Queſtion pointed out the Abſurdi 
of not truſting Gop, the Author and Governor of al 
Things, who from thence appears moſt worthy to be 
truſted. Our Saviour puts next a Queſtion, which ſhews 
the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of that to which we truſt, 
and how great a Folly it is in us to truſt in it preferable 
to the other. And which of you by taking Thought can 
add to your Stature one Cubit ? If the Power and Efficacy 
of that Reaſon, in which you ſo much confide, will not 
extend to add one Cubit, nay, nor an Inch to your 
Stature, what Reliance on it for bettering your Condi- 
tion? Why reſt all upon that? Why form ſuch high 
Ideas of its Extent and Capacity? 1 fancy that by its 
Efforts you can reach true Happineſs? If you look abroad 
in the Univerſe, you will ſee all due Care taken for the 
Well-being and Support even of the meaneſt Animal; 
and that by ſuch curious, ſuch admirable Methods, as 
aſtoniſh Human Reaſon and confound it. This ſhews 
the Power of the Deity, in diſpoſing all Things that he 
has made for the Benefit of his Creatures; and at the 
ſame Time manifeſts it to be his Will to comfort and 
provide for them. This being fo, why ſhould we diſtruſt 
his Providence ? we who are better than the Ravens. 
But then again, why ſhould we relinquiſh his Care, and 
truſt to ourſelves, when (alas I) it is not in our Power, 
taking all the Thought we can, to add a Cubit to our 
Stature? Such is the Compariſon between the Protection 
we relinquiſh, and that to which we have Recourſe ; ſuch 
the Wiſdom of the Man, who adheres to himſelf, and who 
treats Religion and the Fear of Gop as old Wives Fables. 

42. When theſe Points have been duly weighed, and 
thoroughly conſidered, we ſee, or rather we feel, the 
Force of our Saviour's Inference which follows: He 
then be not able to do that which is leaſt, why take ye 
Thought for the reft ? Still our LoRD argues logically, 
and upon the Principles of human Reaſoning. If you 
by Experience find that it is impoſſible to procure ſmall 
Advantages to yourſelves, out of the Courſe of that or- 
dinary Train into which they are put by Providence; 


on what Ground do you expect greater Things? and if 
in 
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in Fact there be no Grounds, why do you expect them? 
But ſay thoſe, who would willingly avoid this Sort of 
Diſcourſe, no Body does expect them. No Man is ſo 
fooliſh or ſo extravagant, as to expect to live one hun- 
dred Vears, much leſs three or four hundred, in full 
Health and Vigour; if he did, he would ceaſe to be a 
reaſonable Creature, and all other Men would laugh at 
him. So much the worſe; if Men do not expect this, 
Why provide for it? Why make ſuch Proviſions the Bu- 
ſineſs of their Lives? why call the Art of providing 
thus, Wiſdom? and, which ſurpaſſes all the reſt, why ex- 
— nay, and receive too fot this the moſt ſtupid of all 

ollies, the Applauſe of Wiſdom from other Men? Time 
is the Portion given by Gop to Men, without doubt for 


ſome Purpoſe or other; for ſhall not the Maker of all 


the World do right ? but Experience ſhews, that we 
cannot lay out our Time to Advantage, in plotting to 
ſecure and monopolize temporal Happineſs, which the 
Syſtem of an All-wiſe and All-powerful Being contra- 
dicts ; and therefore feeling this Impoſſibility, let us 
retreat in Time, let us be wiſe before it is too late. 
We may be very ſoon, as well as very certainly 
convinced, that with all our Care and Circumſpection, 
all our Study and Concern, all our Attention and Ap- 
plication, we cannot add a Cubit, nay a Hair's breadth 
to our Stature; and therefore why not as ſoon make the 
Inference, why tate Thought for the ret? Alas! why 
indeed ? | 

43- This Point of Man's Inability to alter or amend 
his Natural, or rather Animal State, being fully cleared 


by the Lights of his own Reaſon and Experience, our 


Lok po proceeds to another admirable Leflon in divine 
Wiſdom. Confider the Lillies how they grow ; they toil 
not, they ſpin not, This is the Characterſtick of their 
Excellence, they grow, and yet they neither toil nor 
ſpin : Thus then they ſurpaſs Mankind ; for firſt, they 
enjoy all the Advantages of their Nature, they thrive and 
fouriſh, and they are free from the Labour impoſed on 
Man'; they toil not, they ſpin not. But where lies 
the Juſtice, where the Force, the Poignancy, the In- 
ſtruction of this Compariſon ? Why, it follows in theſe 
Words of our Logp : Ard yet I jay unto you, _ So- 

, mon 


W” 


lit. 


[ 31 ] 

lomon in all his Glory was not arrayed like ane off theſe. 
Though the Lilly is a Flower fixed and rooted to a Spot, 
and without Senfation, yet in Point of Shew and Beau- 
ty, of Luſtre and Colours, 'no Art or Induftry of Man 
can come near it ; and yet what is all our Care, all 
our Concern about Cloathing, but ſtriving to outvie Na- 
ture, and appear gorgeous in each other's Sight? It is 
not the Neceſſaries of Life, or the Care of providing for 
them, which by the Law of Nature, that is, by 
Will of Gop, belong to our Condition, that here are 
condemned, any more than in the former Compariſon. 
We may fow and reap, and have Barns and Store-houſes, 
though the Ravens have none ; and in like manner we 
may toil and ſpin, though the Lillies do not; but in 
doing theſe, we muſt conſider the Ends, and fee that 
the Means are proportionable, and no' more. Our Sta- 
tion is as much fixed in the Scale of Beings as theirs 
and however we affect Finery, yet ſtill it will be true 
of the Lillies, that 'SoLoMon' in all his Glory was not 
arrayed lite one of theſe. How impotent # Thing then 
is Human Pride! 

44. But we ought to conſider another Branch of this 


divine Doctrine, which is requiſite to apprehend its in- 


tention, We do not find the Glory of Solomon con- 
demned by this Compariſon ; and therefore it is not the 
Uſe of fine Clothes, but the taking a Pride in wearing 
them, that is forbidden. The keeping dur Deſires with- 
in Bounds, and our having' no farther Regard to the 
Things of this World than they deſerve, is what our 
Loxp recommends; and under theſe Reſtrictions no 
doubt we may pofleſs and enjoy them. To make the At- 
tainment of the Inſtruments of Shew,' the great Aim and 


Concern of our Life, and to propoſe nothing beyond it, 


is the Fault reprehended. But if without falling into 
this Fault, if without omitting any part of his Duty, a 
Man becomes through the Bleſſing of Gop upon his ho- 


neſt Endeavours, rich and opulent, as every Man will 
do who acts upon ſueh Principles; he may undoubtedly, - 


not only avoid Miſery and Sordidneſs in his Apparel, 


but, to promote the Induſtry, reward the Ingenuity, and 
diſcharge the relative Offices of Aſſiſtance due to his 
Neighbour, he may wear whatever his Station allows. 


Yet 
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Yet he muſt examine his own Heart upon this Head; he 


muſt be ſatisfied, that what he does in this Reſpect, no 
way injures his Frame of Mind, puffs up his Thoughts, 


exalts his Notions of himſelf, or takes him off from ſuch - 


Attention to his great Concern, that his Cloſet ſuffers 
by his Wardrobe. For if this be the Caſe, he is not to 
be truſted with theſe Inſtruments of Shew, which tho? 
lawful in themſelves, and as ſuch lawfully uſed and en- 
joy'd by others in the ſame State, are however, himſelf 
being the Judge, unlawful, becauſe unfit for him. 
45. But let us now attend to the Reaſoning of our 
bleſſed Lon p, let us hear his Inference on the Subject: 
If then Gon ſo clothe the Graſs which is to-day in the 
ield, and to-morrow is caſi into the Oven: Hou much 
more will he clothe you, O ye of little Faith ! How ſtrong! 
how concluſive ! how divine ! Who that conſiders at- 
tentively this beautiful Induction, but muſt perceive, he 
who made it knew perfectly both the Counſels of Gon 
and the Will of Men ? For obſerve how this Concluſion 
is drawn forth. If you, who are yourſelves rational 
Creatures, ſee plainly that the moſt wiſe and moſt be- 
neficent Creator of all things gives Grace and Beauty 
even to thoſe Things that are of the lighteſt Conti- 
nuance, why ſhould you fear that he ſhould have leſs 
Care of you, or that in the Arrangement of all Things 
due Proviſion ſhould not be made for your Neceſſities, 
to which, * his Diſpoſition of this World, you are be- 
come liable? When notwithſtanding theſe Grounds of 
ſure and ſtedfaſt Hope, that he will in caſe you give 
due Attention to his Will, in making uſe of proper 
Endeavours, proſper them ſo as to produce according to 
your Expectations; you ſhut your Eyes againſt the 
Conſequence, and reſolve to make yourſelves miſer- 
able, either through groundleſs Deſpair, or needleſs 
Solicitude ; well may that Exclamation be directed 
to rouze you, O ye of little Faith! Little indeed, 
when you oppoſe Human Apprehenſions, to Divine 
Wiſdom, and the Fears formed by our ſhallow Un- 
derſtandings, to the Promi e made us by Gop, in con- 
ferring on us our Being. If be who is Lord of all, 
made us ſubject to Wants, and knows thoſe Wants, 
why ſhould we doubt he will relieve them ? Where 
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in this Caſe, is our Faith in him? Or where that Senſe 
of which we boaſt ? We firſt employ our Reaſon to ruin 
itſelf ; and having deſtroyed and weakned it ſo as to ren- 
dex it uſeleſs, we in that Condition allgw it more Credit 
than it can deſerve, even in the higheſt State of Per- 
feftion. Ridiculous Folly ! Monſtrous Impiety ! ! 

_ 46. After propoling theſe clear and demonſtrative 
. Conſiderations to the Examination of his Diſciples, the 
Injunction follows, founded no leſs in the Reaſan of 
Things, than in the divine Authority of him, by whom 
it was pronounced. And /eek ye not, ſays our Lon, 
what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drank, neither be ye 
of doubtful Mind. This, I ſay, is the Injunction, and 


it very much imports us to underſtand its true Mean- 


ing. By the Word ſeek, which our hleſſed Maſter often 
applies to the Kingdom of Heaven, he maſt undoubted- 
ly means an affiduous and earneſt Endeavour to acquire 
and obtain, We might indeed on Principles of true 
Reaſon wonder at, and even ſuſpect the Neceſſity of 
ſuch an Injunction ; for what Compariſon is there be- 
tween eating and drinking, and the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ? Or what Cauſe to ſuppoſe rational Beings ſhould 
ſeek ſuch ſenſual Delights, at the Expenſe of that At- 


tention, with which they ought to ſeek eternal Happi- 


neſs ? Let Experience anſwer this Demand, even with 
regard to Chriſtians, I mean ſuch as firmly and truly 
believe, that the Kingdom of Heaven is to be ſought z for 
as to ſuch as place their Heaven in eating and drinking, 
the Queſtion does not ſeem to reach them. This Injunc- 
tion then reſtrains us from ſeeking with that Warmth 
and Eagerneſs, which only our ſupreme Happineſs can 
deſerve, that mean and brutal Gratification of the Palate, 
or to make the ſecuring this, the great Object of our 
Care and Concern, aſking at every Turn, as it were, 
of our Maker, I bat ſhall we eat, or what ſhall we 
drink? inſtead of what is thy Will ? what is our Duty ? 
or how ſhall we ſo act as to be faved ? | 

47. The Precept goes ſtil] farther, and enjoins ano- 
ther Thing : Neither be ye of doubtful Mind ; which is 
alſo of unſpeakable Importance. A doubtful Mind, what 


is that? the greateſt Curſe, the moſt excruciating Pu- 
niſhment, to which . nay, or the angelic Nature 
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ean be ſubjected. What then is the Caution, what the 


Command of our Lox v in this Caſe? Nothing more than 


that we ſhould not inflict it on ourſelves. But why this 
Caution ? Inſtinct ſeems to render it needleſs, even to 
Brutes, and ſurely Reaſon ought to ſet Mankind above 
it. But is it ſo? Are Men really free, and abfolutely 
at Eaſe from this terrible Pain, which they only can in- 
flict on themſelves ? No, that cannot by any means be 
ſaid ; we fee them daily thoughtful, , anxious, 
diſturbed, ſplenetick, deſpairing, and mad. Vet this all 
ſprings from a doubting Mind. If we were truly Chri- 
ſtians, obedient to our Lexp's Commands, thoughtful 
about what demands and deſerves our Thoughts, and ſo 
in proportion regarding all Things with that Care, or 
with that Indifference which they merit, we ſhould be 
happy and eaſy, and free from the grievous Plague of a 
doubtful Mind. We ſhould then conſider vie mb as 
the Children of Gop, who muſt care for us, and who 
knows all our Wants and Infirmities; we ſhould know 
all other Men as our Brethren, to whom we ſhould in- 
cline todo all theGood, and be content to fuffer from them 
all the Ill, which in caſe they were fo allied by Blood, we 
ſhould think reaſonable ; in a Word, me ould never 
doubt the Kindneſs of our heavenly Father, or find any 
Excuſe for denying our own. We ſhould hare Minds 
calm and ſteddy, not doubtful; we ſhould be content 
in our Station, and buſy ourſelves in diſcharging the 
Duty of it, and ever ready to quit, at the Command ot 
our Lox D, without doubting or fearing. 

48. But though this Caution may be extended in 
ſuch a manner, as to pull up by the Roots almoſt all 
the Subjects of Uneaſineſs and Concern, that diſquiet 
and diſturb human Life; yet it is particularly calculated 
to remove that Diſtruſt of Providence, which ſtirs us 
up to make ſuch mighty Proviſions for ourſelves and 
our Poſterity; as if we could fortify ourſelves by our 
Wiſdom, againſt the Giver of Wiſdom, or defend our- 
ſelves by our Arts, againſt omnipotent Power. CHRIS 
in this divine Diſcourſe, ſhews the Folly of both theſe 
Notions in the Example of the rich Man, who laid up 
imaginary Stores for many Years, and was cut off the 
very Night he had formed his Plan, He CCA” 
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the Weakneſs of the Second, by aſking, whether we can 
alter our Stature, or ſo much as change the Colour of our · 
Hair. Theſe Inſtances making it plain, our Endeavours 
will do nothing ; he exhorts us to conſider the CEcono- 
my of Gop, and obſerve how the Univerſe, and all its 
Parts are cheriſhed and taken care of, that we may from 
thence ſee what may be done for us by Gop. After this, 
he commands us to be ſatisfied with our Lot, and not to 
be of doubtful Mind, ſince Doubting, Care, and the con- 
ſtant working to bring about a Security, are ridiculous in 
us, for want of Abilities to arrive at what we aim at; 
and beſides, if we do not drive away his Bleffing, we have 
a gracious Parent, who regards us as his Children, and 
defends us from all Evil. Why then are Men of doubt- 
ful Minds? Why do they think to no Purpoſe ? Why 
from a covetous Principle, abuſe God's Bleſſings ? Or 
why, having every where before their Eyes ſo many In- 
ſtances of his Wiſdom and Power, which are likewiſe 
Inſtances of his Goodneſs, do they diſtruſt them all? 
What Folly, what Madneſs is there that equals the Wiſ- 
dom of this World, when conſidered in a right Light ? 
49. But to ſhew that as plain and as familiar as this 
Dodrine was, yet it belonged entirely to his School, our 
bleſſed Lok is pleaſed to add, For all theſe Things do 
the Nations of the World ſeek after, An Expreſſion, 
which derives its Significancy fram the Jewiſh ¶Econo- 
my, whence the Diſtinction ſprung of the /ſrael of Gon, 
and the Nations of the World. But as this Diſtinction 
under the Law was chiefly made by the Seal of Cir- 
cumciſion, ſo under the Goſpel of Chriſt, it is by the 
Circumciſion of the Heart. This we muſt underſtand 
thoroughly, and not content ourſelves with that Play, 
or Jingle of Words, which at firſt Mention ſeem to 
be in this Expreſſion. The Circumciſion of the Body 
was a painful Operation, teſtifying a Contempt of car- 
nal Delights, when compared or put in the Ballance with 
Obedience to the Will of God ; and therefore a fit Sym- 
bol, Teflera, or Sacrament, for the Diſtinction — 
nifeſtation of this religious Syſtem, ſounded on the Reve- 
lation made to MAoſes. But the Circumciſion of the Mind 
was not a mere Alluſion to this Jeu Rite, or an 
happy Application of Terms to both Faiths, 
2 but 
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but an actual Thing as much as the other. An Exci- 
ſion of carnal Paſſions, and carnal Prepoſſeſſions, a wil- 
ling Conformity to the Pleaſure of Gop, as expreſſed to 
Man by his Wok p or Son the Meffiah, the ſecond and 
ſpiritual Mos Es, who came intò the World, not to ſend 
Peace, but a Sword; not to heal and unite, but to wi- 
den and encreaſe the Breach, which the firſt Mos Es had 
made between the People of Gop, and the People who 
knew not Gop; a Diſtinction very honourable for the 
Jews, and no leſs honourable for the Chriſtians, becauſe 
alike real in both. Hence the Propriety and Force of 
our Loxp's Obſervation to his Diſciples, which conſiſts 
in giving a new Proof of the Folly of this covetous Spi- 
rit ; viz. That it governed the Nations of the World, and 
could not therefore be admitied by them, 
50. This Diſtinction accorded to, what follows? A 
ſecluded and Monaſtick Kind of Life? Are Chriſtians 
hereupon forbid by JESUS CHRIST to live like other 
Men in the World, renounce the Uſe of Gop's good 
Gifts, and open a Paſſage to Heaven by perpetual Abſti- 
nence, and unabating Severities? Is this the Goſpel- 
Plan, that Men ſhall be voluntarily miſerable here, that 
they may be happy hereafter ? Nothing like this ! For 
immediately after this Remark, our Lord ſubjoins, And 
your Father knoweth that you have need of theſe Things. 
Now if Chriſtians, or any other People, have need of 
Things, they muſt plainly have a Right to uſe them. 
We may deſire, we may ſearch after, we may be inordi- 
nately eager to obtain what we have no Occaſion for, 
but of ſuch Things we cannot ſtand in need. The 
whole Compaſs of Speech cannot furniſh a more com- 
plete Contradiction than a «/ele/s Neceſſity ; and therefore 
we ſee clearly, that Gop's good Creatures are not tak- 
en from his Children, for if they were, how could they 
need them ? But farther ſtill : We not only need or have 
Occaſion for theſe things in our Paſſage through this 
Life; but we know too, that ohr Father, the Fountain 
of our Being, the Object of our moſt elevated Deſires, 
knows this; that is, has made it a Part of his Syſtem or 
Diſpoſition of the Univerſe, and the Condition of Man 
therein. By this plain and explicit Declaration, than 
which however Words can furniſh nothing ſtronger, we 
are 
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are freed from all ſuperſtitious Notions of God's inter- 
dicting to us Chriſtians the Uſe of the good Things of 
this World, or laying any Penalty on our uſing them. 
Almighty Power made both us and them; Almighty 
Wiſdom knows that we have need of theſe Things; 
and therefore, when we are told this, we are plainly 
told, that we are in this World to uſe the Things of 
this World, and that our heavenly Father has given 
us this Power, by making us have need of them. ; 

51. We are now come to the laſt Part, the conclud- 
ing Command, the Uſe and Application of this Diſcourſe 
of our bleſſed Load, and it is this: But rather ſeek ye 
the Kingdom of Gop, and all theſe Things all be added 
ante you. In this inſtructive and Divine Admonition, 
there is not a Word or Letter, which does not merit our 
ſerious Conſideration. The Beginning refers to what has 
been before demonſtrated, and amounts to this; but rather 
than purſue this thorny unavailing Road, as you cannot 
but now plainly ſee it is, take that other Path through 
this Wilderneſs, which I recommend, How mild! how 
gentle! how agreeable to the Reaſon of Mankind, this 
Application But rather, that is to ſay, this you will 
find the better, more for your Intereſt, it will more ef- 
fectually anſwer your End; therefore I adviſe you to it, 
and tell you inſtead of rubbing through this uneaſy Road, 
which you ſee all who are in it repent that they have 
choſen; I had rather, and therefore I tell you fo for 
your own Good, you ſhould take this Way, in which 

will be your Guide and Conductor, your Captain 
and Leader, and will take upon myſelf to be anſwer⸗ 
able for the Safety of the Journey, and of the Journey's 
End. This is not the Language of an imperious 
Monarch, not the Stile of abſolute Power, not the 
Decree of an arbitrary Sovereign, but the kind, friend= 
ly, and tender Advice of JEsUs the Son of Gop, who 
had taken our Nature upon him; and for the Sake of 
Man, to ſave Man, became Man, and condeſcended 
to dwell and converſe with MEN upon EaaTH and 
this to convince them of their Errors, to withdraw them 
from their Evil Ways, to ſhew them of what Happinels 
they were as rational Beings capable, and how this 


Happineſs might be attained, This was the — 
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of the Son of Gop towards Men; a Commiſſion ſurely 


worthy of him, and which he executed as a Man, 
having taken upon him our Nature, that he might be 


in all Things our Inſtructor, and while ſo, our Exam- 


le, and leave us nothing to do but to remember his 


yings ; and as far as in us lies, to imitate his Ac- 


tions. | 

52. But let us proceed; and having remarked how 
kindly and tenderly our bleſſed Lord invites us to fol- 
low his Precept, let us next hear what this Precept is, 
Seek ye the Kingdom of Gop. The Obſervance or Non- 
obſervance of this Command, makes the real Diſtinction 
between Chriſtians and other Men ; and therefore it be- 
hoves us to underſtand it thoroughly. Our Commenta- 
tors have beſtowed abundance of Pains in explaining 
this Phraſe, The Kingdom of Gop, and have ſhewn 


much Learning upon the Subject, which to ſuch as ſtu- 


dy the Scriptures critically, is very uſeful and ſerviceable : 
but we conſider them only as a Rule of Life and Man- 
ners, and ſhall therefore fix the Import of this 'Term 
from the Context, ſuppoſing CHr1sT interprets beſt his 
own Meaning. He had before painted in very lively Co- 
lours the Regimen of carnal Wiſdom, or the Kingdom of 
unenlightened Man, in Oppoſition to that of Grace, or 
of the Spirit; but I take it, the true and direct Antitheſis 
is between the Suggeſtions of the Evil One, which are 
always intermixed with Worldly Views and Machina- 
tions, and the Liſt'ning to the ſoft Whiſpers of Divine 
Eove, which anſwers to that Political Aphoriſm of our 
bleſſed Lox p, in regard to theſe different Polities, viz. 
Ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon. In this reſpect 
our Saviour tells us plainly, temporizing will do nothing; 
we muſt make our Choice to which Society we will 
belong, for that there is no trimming; he who is not 
for him, is againſt him; and whoever refuſes, by fol- 
lowing his GesPEL, to become like him the Child of 
CGop, muſt remain the Subject and Slave of his own 
Luſts, and of the Devil. 

53. This Rule given and received, what follows? 
Are ſuch as ſeek the Kingdom of Gop, and embrace 
the Law preſcribed by CHRIS TH, obliged to renounce 
all the Bleflings of this Life, and to dwell in the World 


as 


39 


as if they were out of it, and were another kind of Be- 
ings, than the reſt of its Inhabitants? Does Chriftian 
Perfection conſiſt in this? and did the Son of Gon come 
to teach us either to deſpiſe, or to decline the Gifts of 
his Father? Nothing like it. Some who have called 
themſelves Chriſtians, may have preached ſuch Doctrines, 
and preached them in the Name, and as if they had Au- 
thority from CHRIS TH; but affuredly he taught no ſuch 
Thing. On the Contrary, he joins a Promiſe to his 
Command, and having upon Principles of Reaſon, and 
their own Intereſt, invited his Diſciples rather to ſeek 
the Kingdom of Gop, he adds immediately, And all 
theſe Things ſhall be added unto you. So then we are to 
be no Loſers by embracing the Goſpel ; we are not to 
relinquiſh the good Things Gop has given us, we are 
not bound to ſeclude ourſelves from our Fellow-Crea- 
tures, or to paſs our Days in Penury and Abſtinence. 
Nothing like this is required from or enjoined unto us: 
So far from this, that even with regard to the Things 
of this World, we are put into a better Condition; for we 
are told that the Supreme Gop, the Father of us, and 
of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, knows that we have need 
of theſe Things ; and that if we ſeek his Kingdom they 
ſhall be added; that is, he will add them unto us. The 
Member of the other Society, the carnal Man, the Sub- 
ject and Slave of this World, ſhall have Care and Sor- 
row, and Contrivance to get what he has no fort of 
Certainty to keep; whereas the Chriſtian, beſides his 
Reverſion in the Kingdom of Gop, ſhall, from the good 
Pleaſure of his Creator, have without Sollicitude or 'T rou- 
ble, all theſe added or given unto him. This we ſee 
is the plain, natural, ſimple, and literal Meaning of 
CnaRIsT's Words; to find out and to diſtinguiſh which, 
there is no need of abſtruſe Learning, deep Penetration, 
or uncommon Judgment ; due Attention, a diſintereſted 
Spirit, and a Reſolution to embrace Truth when ſhewn 
us, 1s all that is required. 

54. After having thoroughly examined, and impartially 
conſidered all that JESUS delivered to his Diſciples on 
this important Subject ; we cannot deny, that if he was 
ſent from Gop to Men in order to bring them to Gop, 
which he profeſſed was the Natnre and End of his — 
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ſion, he has fulfilled it, that is to ſay, he has given us 
Auch a RULE, and he has aſſured us of its Efficacy. We 


have alteady ſeen, and we may every day hear bold In- 
ſinuations, grievous Murmurings, and, amongſt ſome 


People, ſaucy Complaints againſt Providence, or, which 
is the ſame Thing, againſt the Conduct of our Almighty 


_ Creator, towards us his Creatures, Men ; as if to other 


Things he had given certain and infallible Laws, for 
irection, but to Rational Beings none. I ſay 
none; for it js abſurd, and downright Nonſenſe to main- 
tain Reaſon its own Guide, in Matters tu which it can 


never attain ; and which that it never can attain, is its 


utmoſt Diſcovery unaſſiſted by Revelation. But all is 


, refuted and thrown to the Ground, if this Matter of 
Fact be true; that is, if JesUs CHRIST was ſent from 
Go to Men in order to point out to them the Road to 


eternal Happineſs, and if he has actually pet formed this 


Commiſſion. The Points to which ſuch a Commiſſion 


muſt extend, are many, and it would lead us into a vaſt 
Field, ſhould we attempt to conſider them all; but this 
before us ſeems to be the propereſt Specimen, becauſe 
the knowing how to paſs through this Life with Peace 
and Comfort, and what Rule to uſe in acquiring and 
rejecting the Goods of this World, is confeſſedly a very 


high Piece of Wiſdom. But in order to judge of the 


Excellency, Truth, and Obligation of this Rull E, there 


want not many Teſts to which we may bring it. As 


for Inſtance, we may boldlv affert, that this RULE, if 
ſent from Gop, muſt be moſt Philoſophic ; by which I 
mean more Rational, even in the Eye of Reaſon itſelf, 
than any thing that ever entercd the Head, or proceeded 
from the Mouth of Man. It muſt be alſo moſt Uni- 
verſal ; that is, a Thing equally relative to Mankind in 

eneral, and not agreeable only to a Part of the Species. 

t mult be laſtly Divine, that is, it muſt carry intrinſic 


Marks of its Origin. 


53. That this Rule of JESUS CHRISH is moſt Phi- 
loſophic, that is, moſt agreeable to Human Reaſon, and 


thus conſidered the utmoſt Effort of Wiſdom, ſo far as 


rational Beings can judge, has been demonſtrated thro' 
this Diſcourle ſo clearly, that I am very confident no- 
thing can be ſaid againſt it. Indeed when we ſurvey 
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the Syſtem of Jxsus in this View, it appears the moſt 
excellent and the moſt comprehenſive Philoſophy. The 
moſt excellent, as it affigns the End, and the Means of 
attaining that End in plain and direct Terms; fo that 
no Diſputes can happen, no Doubts can be entertained 
about them. The End of Man is, to fulfil the Duties 
of his Station in the Univerſe ; the Means, are Atten- 
tion towards the Laws which Gop has given him. The 
moſt comprehenſive, as we find therein all that has been 


juſtly admired in other Philoſophies : the Firmneſs and 


Steddineſs of the Stoicks, and their Diſdain of temporal 
Goods; the Freedom and agreeable Vivacity of the So- 
cratick Sect, and their Contempt for vulgar Prejudices ; 
the eaſy, pleaſant, and converſible Chearfulneſs of the 
Epicureans, an open owning a Satisfaction in lawful and 
ratiohal Pleaſures, and a noble Superiority over ſuperſti- 


tious Terrors. All theſe we diſcern in the Chriſtian 


Scheme, without any of the Defects to which thoſe Fhi- 
loſophies were ſubject, and for which they were im- 
ugned. Inſtead of the Pride of the Szoicks, we ſee that 
Humilicy is the Reſult, and the neceſſary Reſult of Chri- 
ſtian Virtues. Inſtead of Doubt and Diſputation, which 
was the Principle of the Academicks, we ſee that Chri- 
ſtians have the ſame Liberty, reſulting from the Steddi- 
neſs of their Doctrines, and act as to the common Af- 
fairs of the World with the like Eaſe and Indifference; 
doing good as far as they are able, and bearing what 
Evil they cannot avoid. But the Chriſtian Liberty de- 
generates not, as the Epicurean often did, into Licen- 
tiouſneſs, much leſs into Impiety. In a Word, the true 
Chriſtian has the Stoict's Fortitude, without his Fro- 
wardneſs ; the ſcientifick Modeſty of the Socratic, with- 
out Scepticiſm ; and the Beneficence of the Epicurean, 
without any Tincture of his Luxury. 1 
56. It is ſelf-evident to Human Underſtanding, that 
whatever Law -GoD is pleaſed to vouchiafe Mankind for 
their Conduct, muſt be univerſal ; a Law of that kind only 
{uiting his Nature, and the Condition of the human Spe- 
cies. So that here is an eaſy, plain and certain Criterion 
by which the Mind of Man may diſtinguiſh the true Re- 
velation from the falſe. But the Goſpel Diſpenſation is 
plainly uniyerſa}, calculated alike for the Benefit of all 
G Nations, 
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Nations, and of all Ranks of People in every Nation. 
The Goſpel Scheme is equally favourable to the whole 
Species, and expreſsly declares two Things, which im- 
ply an univerſal Diſpenſation; the firſt is, that of God's 
Good-will to Men; and next, that God is no Reſpecter 
of Perſons. It is not poſſible to conceive how any Law 
therefore ſhould better agree in this reſpect, than the 
Chriſtian Rule does with regard to univerſal Comprehen- 
ſion. All other Religions carry in them a Principle of 
Dominion with reference to this World, the Chriſtian 
none. Yet moſt evident it is, that if all Men were true 
Chriſtians, it would turn highly to their temporal as wel 
as ſpiritual Benefit, by extirpating out of the moral 
World thoſe Evils of which we moſt (and moſt reaſonably) 
complain. The Chriſtian Religion reſides not in the 
Mouth but in the Heart, and is a Doctrine to be diſcleſed 
rather by Practice than Profeſſions; and if it operated 
powerfully on the Minds of Mankind, fo as to influence 
all their Actions, moſt evident it is, that Anger, Re- 
venge, Envy, Luſt, Covetouſneſs, and Ambition, would 
be taken out of the World. Man would be then univer- 
ſally the Friend of Man, and the whole Species be united 
by Ties infinitely cloſer than thoſe of Blood, of Political 


Communities, or any of the Means preſcribed by feigned 


and falſe Religions. The Eftabliſhment of Chriſtianity, 
not in its Form, but in its Spirit, would reſtore the 
Kingdom of Gor upon Earth, and fulfil the Chriſtian's 
daily Petition, thy Kingdom come; it would make all the 
Human Race of one Houſhold, and declare plainly the 
Relation between the Creator and his Creatures, by 
leaving no Rule of Conduct but that of, Thy Will be 
done on Earth, axit is in Heaven. 

57. In the laſt Place it is requiſite, that ſuch a Law 
or Rule as this, ſhould carry in it intrinſic Evidence of 
its Divinity. I mean by this, ſuch plain, certain, and 


indelible Marks of its coming and being revealed from 


Gop to Man, as may leave no candid, reaſonable, and 
ſtrict Inquirer, Reaſon to doubt of its Authenticity ; 
becauſe otherwiſe it would be no RULE ; on the con- 
trary, we muſt at every turn recur to our own Under» 
ſtandings, which in plain Engliſb is ſetting up the Reaſon 
of Man to judge of the Will, that is, the a. = of 
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Gob, which would be at once impious, abſurd, and 
ridiculous. I do not include, but expreſsly exclude from 
theſe Marks of Divine Revelation, Miracles ; becauſe 
they are Proofs affecting the Senſes when performed, 
and now —＋ on the Credibility of Teſtimony, which 


is an extri and hiſtorical, not inherent and rational 
Evidence. It is indeed another kind of Proof requiſite 
to the Chriſtian Religion as it followed upon, and was 
a Conſequence of the Jewiſh Diſpenſation; and as ſuch 
is as clear and direct as can be demanded, affording that 
Demonſtration from Facts, which we are now looking 
for from Reaſon. Of theſe internal Marks of Inſpira- 
tion, I will mention three: 1. That the Revelation be 
every Way worthy of Gop; and ſo it is for this plain 
Reaſon, that the End of it is to bring us to Gop, 
which Reaſon ſhews, is the ultimate eiae his 
Creatures are capable of attaining. 2. That the Propa- 
gation thereof be conformable to its Doctrines. So it 
plainly was; for CHR1ST lived as he taught, his imme- 
diate Diſciples followed his Example, and the Power of 
the GosPEL has viſibly declined in Proportion as PR Ac- 
TICAL CHRISTIANITY has abated. 3. That it ſolves 
all the Scruples raiſed by Reaſon, from comparing the 
Deformities of the Moral with the Harmony of the 
Natural World ; which we have ſhewn the Goſpel does, 
and conſequently we may ſafely and rationally conclude 


that it is a Divine Revelation. | 
58. The Sum and Subſtance of this Diſcourſe, in 


the End, may be reduced to this: That Life being a 
Journey through an unknown Country, and every Day 
producing new Scenes, and new Relations between us 
and the Things about us, a Rational Being cannot well 
proceed without Terror and Diſtruſt, if he has not a 
Chart upon which he can depend, and a Guide he may 
follow without Diffidence or Fear. "Lhe very Thiogs 
he ſees in his Paſſage, the Accidents he meets with on 
the Road, the interiour Motions of the Faculties of his 
ewn Mind, are enough to convince him he came not 
here by Chance; and that he does not travel through 
a Country wild in itſelf, but laid out and adjuſted by 
ſome Plan with which he is not acquainted. He per- 


ceives alſo, that as a Rational Creature he makes a 
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part in this Plan, comes into the World for ſome End, 
for the Accompliſhment of which his Qualities are pro- 
portioned by the ſame wife Being, who is the Author 
of all Things. Upon Enquiry, he may find that ſuch 
a Chart as he wants, has been publiſhed, and without 
Difficulty he may procure a Copy. He may alſo (as 
we have ſhewn) have all imaginable Satisfaction given 
him, that this Chart is right, and that he cannot err in 
following it; and if inſtead of uſing it, and ſo gaining 
Experience of its Truth (which may ſtand inſtead of 
Demonſtration, or examining the Reaſons upon which it 
is founded, that he may arrive at Certainty) he will 
wander in a thoughtleſs Manner, till — and be- 
wildered by his own Folly, he at length begins to reflect 
and look for a Road by the Light of thoſe Faculties al- 
ready weakened and impaired by his Exceſſes, and drops 
before he finds it, who can help it? It is his own 
Fault abſolutely, and he has no kind of Right to cry 
out and complain of the Way, or the Accidents on the 
Road, or the Incertainty of his Journey's End. Theſe 
are Evils indeed ! heavy and irreparable Evils, but of 
his own chooſing ; not the Effects of blind Neceſſity, or 
the Predeſtination of a Malevolent Being, but of the 
Miſapplication of his own Parts, and of an obſtinate and 
brutiſh Wilfulnefs worthy of Punifhment. 

59. By this time | conceive it will be moſt apparent to 
every common Underſtanding, that the Chriſtian Syſ- 
tem is every way agreeable to Reaſon, and therefore wor- 
thy of Belief; which if we afford, and let it take deep 
Root, ſo as to become the Rule of our Sentiments, Aﬀec- 
tions, and Conduct; the certain Conſequence will be, the 
reſtoring of our Nature, and replacing us in the happy 
Condition of the firſt Man. We ſhall examine and ad- 
mire the Univerſe in all its Parts, as being the Work ofan 
All-mighty and All-wiſe Being; we ſhall love it as the 
Place appointed by him for our Habitation, and thank- 
fully accept, while here, the Warldly Bleflings he beſtows. 
We ſhall. conſider him as out Creator and Lord, from the 
Light of Reaſon; as our Father, Benefactor and Friend, 
from that of Revelation. We ſhall acknowledge Jzsus 
CHRIST the Son of GoD, who came to recover and 
reſtore Mankind; and upon their apj!lying themſelves 
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with all due Attention to the great Work of their Sal- 
vation, aſſiſting them by the Light and Influence of bis 
holy Spirit. We ſhall from hence look upon all Men as 
our Brethren, and be deſirous of ſharing with them the 

Things we poſleſs, both temporal and ſpiritual; 
we ſhall pity thoſe who are worſe, but envy. none in 
better Circumſtances than ourſelves z we ſhall labour 
chearfully, and poſſeſs without Anxiety; in Afflu- 
ence we ſhall be humble, nor will any Diſtreſs fink 
us into Deſpair. It will be our daily [Buſineſs to do 
Good, and therefore the Uneertaihty of Death will give 
us no Diſquiet. In a Word, we ſhall make practical Re- 
ligion both our Study and Employment, from a Convic- 
tion of Mind that it is our Duty, and the great End for 
which Gop placed us here. When we are by our Paſ- 
ſions drawn aſide, we ſhall have Recourſe to out eternal 
Advocate JEsUs our Saviour, and by the rene wing of his 
Spirit, felt in the returning Vigour of Faith and Prac- 
tice, we ſhall be ſatisfied we are again in the ſtrait Road, 
and have recovered the right Path. 

60. Who that attends to, and weighs theſe Circum- 
ſtances 3 who that examines, ſees, and is convinced, that 
the Goſpei Doctrines will produce theſe Effects; who 
that from Experience and a nice Obſervation of the Lives 
of pious Chriſtians is ſatisfied that from a Perſwaſion of 
the Truth of their Religion, they are conſtantly calm 
and ſerene, or perhaps gay and chearful, applying them- 
ſelves diligently to their Callings, as to their Duty, in- 
duſtrious from more than worldly Motives, beneficent 
without Views, cotirteous without Exceſs, officious and 
yet ſincere, patient but not ſullen, placable without 
Fickleneſs of Femper, envying none, deſpiſing none, but 
loving all, not from a natural Milkineſs of Temper or 
Affectation of Philanthropy ; hut from a Principle of 
Charity, which exerts itſelf equally, and at all Times 
to Mens Minds, Bodies, and Eftates, and is as tender 
of their Peace as of their Perſons or Properties: Who 
that fees this, and diſcerns that they enjoy this 
World much more than the Epicure, as enjoying ic 
without Fear; and inſtead of apprehending, rejoice at 
the Thoughts of Death and another World: Who, I ſay, 
ot found Senſe, that reflects on this, can forbear cry- 
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ing out, Theſe are truly the People of Gop, who live 
in the World as the Wor'd's Author intended, who do 
the Will of Gop on Earth as it is done in Heaven; 
who from him receive their daily Bread, and by the In- 
fluence of his holy Spirit avoid Temptation; who 
through his Goodneſs expect Deliverance from Evil, and 
in a ſpiritual State to be with him; to whom they aſcribe 
the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory ; and who ratio- 
nally hope, that by a tempo Service here according 
to the Strength of the Faculties he has giventhem, joined 
to the Mediation of Jzsys , who taught them the Ap- 
plication of theſe Faculties, and the Teſtimony of the 
SPIRIT, Which hath comforted them in this their 
Paſſage, ny — happily exiſt in his Preſence for ever 
and ever. What ParLosSoPHY like THIS! 
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